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Critical Thinking Table

As a facilitator, you want participants to apply, analyze, synthesize, and evaluate ideas and information. Discussion forums provide an excellent opportunity to promote thinking. Collision, Elbaum, Haavind, and Tinker (2000) identify two categories of critical thinking strategies:

· Strategies to clarify the focus of the discussion: These strategies focus and constrain by making careful sense of an idea and clarifying it to create common ground.
· Strategies that help participants expand the discussion: These strategies build on common understandings, so participants strive to make generalizations or examine consequences.
Critical Thinking Strategies

The following Critical Thinking Table shows three strategies for clarifying and expanding discussions. In pairs, choose at least one strategy in each section and identify a specific way for you, as an online facilitator, can improve the quality of the discussion through:

· Highlighting, paraphrasing, summarizing, or juxtaposing ideas

· Exploring tensions or implications

· Extending ideas to new levels of interpretation
Critical Thinking Table
	Clarify the Focus

	1. Identifying the direction of a discussion:

If too many similar examples are posted, paraphrase two or three of them and then ask for other possible ideas.

	2. Sorting ideas for relevance:

If a wide range of ideas are posted, categorise as many under key main themes or ideas that relate to the discussion.

	3. Focusing on key points:
Extend the main themes or ideas to support further discussion


	Expand the Discussion

	1. Full-spectrum questioning:

· “So what?” questions

· Questions that clarify meaning

· Questions that explore assumptions and sources

· Questions that identify cause and effect

· Questions that plan a course of action

	2. Making connections:



	3. Honouring multiple perspectives:
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