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Discussion Questions
Module 1: Collaborative Classrooms
Module 1 Facilitation 1: Collaboration Planning
This discussion should be completed after participants complete the e-learning and Action Plan activities through Module 1, Lesson 2, Activity 2.

Face-to-Face Discussion Time: 20 minutes
· Small Group Discussion: Share your ideas about how you have or would have addressed dimensions of the framework in collaborative activities with your students.
· Peer Feedback: Offer suggestions to others for using the framework. 

Facilitation Tip: If participants are struggling to come up with ideas for how they address the dimensions of the Collaboration Framework, provide additional prompting, such as: How and why do your students collaborate?  Who are their collaborators? What tools or resources do they use when they collaborate?
Module 1 Facilitation 2: Collaboration Challenges
This discussion should be completed after participants complete the e-learning and Action Plan activities through Module 1, Lesson 4, Activity 2. 

Face-to-Face Facilitation Time: 20 minutes

· Large Group Discussion: Discuss concerns and potential benefits to students of collaboration you identified in Module 1, Lesson 4, Activity 2 of your Action Plan.
· Peer Feedback: Provide suggestions for addressing concerns about integrating collaboration.
Facilitation Tip: Prompt participants to look at benefits and concerns from different points of view: Teachers, Students, Parents, Peer collaborators, Administrators, Adult collaborators
Module 2: A Framework for Digital Collaboration

Module 2 Facilitation 1: Collaboration Purposes
This discussion should be completed after participants complete the e-learning and Action Plan activities through Module 2, Lesson 1, Activity 5.

Face-to-Face Facilitation Time: 20 minutes

· Small Group Discussion: Describe experiences with the different purposes of collaboration:

Improved content learning

Improved teamwork skills

Global citizenship

Facilitation Tip: Prepare examples of collaboration to prompt discussion or as a check for wrap-up.

· Groups of students doing Internet research on mammals in different habitats

· A small-group discussion of the meaning of a symbol in a poem

· A group plan to solve a school or community problem

· A group writing and videotaping a play

Module 2 Facilitation 2: Collaborators and Tools
This discussion should be completed after participants complete the e-learning and Action Plan activities through Module 2, Lesson 2, Activity 4.

Face-to-Face Facilitation Time: 30 minutes
· Small Group Discussion: Use the Collaboration Framework to think about how you might incorporate collaboration into your classroom activities.

· Peer Feedback: Share your ideas and suggestions with your peers.
Facilitation Tip: Model this activity with an example of how you can use the Collaboration Framework to plan classroom activities.

Module 2 Facilitation 3: Self- and Peer Assessment of Collaboration
This discussion should be completed after participants complete the e-learning and Action Plan activities through Module 2, Lesson 3, Activity 3.
Face-to-Face Facilitation Time: 15 minutes
Small Group Discussion: Discuss how you will use the collaboration assessments you saved.

Peer Feedback: Provide suggestions for using and adapting the different assessments.

Facilitation Tip: Provide some examples of different ways the assessments can be used.

· Collaboration Rubric—Used before a collaborative activity by the teacher to set expectations and by students to set goals for collaborative behaviors.

· Peer Group Project Checklist—Used by students to self- and peer assess their teamwork skills
Module 3: Tools of Collaboration
Module 3 Facilitation 1: Tool Access Check
This discussion should be completed after participants complete the e-learning and Action Plan activities through Module 3, Lesson 2, Activity 2. 
Face-to-Face Facilitation Time: 45 minutes

Whole Group Discussion: Discuss the usefulness of the eight tool categories. (Research & Search, Collaborative Writing, Communication & Messaging, Visual Creation, Audio Creation, Project Management, Data Collection, Teacher Productivity) In what ways do they help or detract from understanding your choices in online collaborative tools?

Small Group Discussion: Share your thoughts about the online collaborative tools you investigated. 

Peer Feedback: Share and give feedback on the tools.
Facilitation Tip: Review Online Collaborative Tools and identify tools that you think might be particularly relevant for your participants. 

Module 3 Facilitation 3: The Best Tool for the Job
This discussion should be completed after participants complete the e-learning and Action Plan activities through Module 3, Lesson 2, Activity 3. 
Face-to-Face Facilitation Time: 15 minutes
· Small Group (or pairs) Discussion: Discuss the tools that you selected to complete your collaboration plan.

· Peer Feedback: Share and give feedback on the selected digital tools.
Facilitation Tip: Prepare some examples of plans using the Collaboration Framework.

Module 4: Collaboration Strategies
Module 4 Facilitation 1: Peer Mentoring
This discussion should be completed after participants complete the e-learning and Action Plan activities through Module 4, Lesson 1, Activity 3.

Face-to-Face Facilitation Time: 30 minutes 

· Large Group Discussion: Discuss student strengths and needs in sharing ideas, giving and receiving feedback, and mentoring peers.
· Small Group Discussion: Share methods to help students be more effective collaborators.

· Peer Feedback: Provide feedback to peers, suggesting strategies for improving student collaboration. 
Facilitation Tip: Prepare a list of possible student strengths and needs in collaborative skills.

· Strengths—experience communicating electronically

· Needs—Listening, giving constructive feedback

Module 4 Facilitation 2: Collaboration and Digital Literacy
This discussion should be completed after participants complete the e-learning and Action Plan activities through Module 4, Lesson 2, Activity 3. 

Face-to-Face Facilitation Time: 15 minutes 
· Small Group (or Pairs) Discussion: Share the methods you will use to teach collaboration and communication skills to your students.

· Peer Feedback: Provide feedback and new ideas for teaching strategies. 
Facilitation Tip: Review different methods for teaching collaboration and communication skills, such as modeling and self- and peer assessment.

Module 4 Facilitation 3: Copyright and Fair Use
This discussion should be completed after participants complete the e-learning and Action Plan activities through Module 4, Lesson 3, Activity 2.
Face-to-Face Facilitation Time: 15 minutes 
· Large Group Discussion: Share methods for helping students become ethical digital collaborators.

Facilitation Tip: Review components of digital citizenship and copyright and fair use laws.

· Free speech and fair speech  

· Cyberbullying

· Copyright and Creative Commons

Module 5: Supporting a Collaborative Classroom
Module 5 Facilitation 1: A School’s Defense
This discussion should be completed after participants complete the e-learning and Action Plan activities through Module 5, Lesson 1, Activity 2. 

Face-to-Face Facilitation Time: 20 minutes 
· Small Group (or Pairs) Discussion: Discuss the implementation of your school’s AUP, how you will/currently support it,  and ensure that students stay safe online.

· Peer Feedback:  Share suggestions for AUP compliance.

Facilitation Tip: Review some sample AUPs. If possible, examine some AUPs of participants’ schools.

Module 5 Facilitation 2: Technology-Ready Students
This discussion should be completed after participants complete the e-learning and Action Plan activities through Module 5, Lesson 3, Activity 2. 

Face-to-Face Facilitation Time: 10 minutes 
· Small Group (Pairs) Discussion: Describe activities, procedures, or student support you will create or incorporate into your classroom routines to help your students become self-directed technology users.

· Peer Feedback: Offer suggestions and ideas for helping students be self-sufficient.

Facilitation Tip: Review methods and tools students can use to be self-directed technology users.

· Student experts

· Instant messages

· Online collaborative resources
Module 5 Facilitation 3: Collaboration Issues
This discussion should be completed after participants complete the e-learning and Action Plan activities through Module 5, Lesson 4, Activity 2. 

Face-to-Face Facilitation Time: 30 minutes 
· Large Group Discussion: Briefly share a few experiences with unexpected challenges when using technology.
· Small Group Discussion: Brainstorm possible technology and collaboration issues for your project and discuss solutions and prevention plans.

· Peer Feedback:  Offer ideas on possible unexpected challenges and provide suggestions for preventing or solving problems.

Facilitation Tip: Review common challenges related to technology and prepare solutions.

· Internet connection issues

· Non-working equipment

· Web resource unavailable

· Lost or corrupted files or data

· Lack of electrical power
Course Wrap-Up

Wrap-Up Facilitation 1: Summary
This optional discussion should be completed after participants complete the e-learning and Action Plan activity in Wrap-Up.

Face-to-Face Facilitation Time: 30 minutes 

· Whole Group Discussion: Discuss your collaboration goals: 
a. After revisiting your goals, how have you achieved any of goals?

b. What new goals do you have?

c. How do you plan to achieve your goals?

d. What do you expect to find most challenging when implementing the ideas from the course?
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