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Introduction of PaperIntroduction of Paper

• Which invention had the • Which invention had the 
greatest social, political, 
and economical impact?and economical impact?

• We make the case for 
PAPER.
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History of PaperHistory of Paper

• Prior inventions: Egyptian papyrus 
4000 B.C, ancient Greek 
parchment by 100 B Cparchment by 100 B.C.

• Paper invented in China• Paper invented in China
Ts’ai Lun, official in Chinese royal 
court, A.D. 105,
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Chinese PaperChinese Paper
• Early Chinese paper • Early Chinese paper 

made from rags, old 
fishing nets, hemp, china 
grass

Improved with mulberry • Improved with mulberry 
bark, hemp, and rags 
mixed with water, mashed 
to pulp, liquid pressed 
out, hung to dry in sun Institute of Paper Science and Technology

www.ipst.edu/amp/img/chinapm3.gif*
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The Influence of Paper on All 
T O C MThings: Our Causal Map
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Making the Case for Paper: 
Social Impact
• Low cost, leads to increased availability

• Increased availability leads to greater literacy, 
stimulates growth of schools, universities

• Writing available to new classes in society

f• Fundamental process of thinking changes, change 
from an oral to a literate culture

Thi ki  ‘ t d ’ d  t bl• Thinking ‘captured,’ made portable

Copyright © 2010 Intel Corporation. All rights reserved. Adapted with permission. Intel, the Intel logo and the Intel Education Initiative are trademarks of Intel Corporation or its subsidiaries in the U.S. and other countries.
*Other names and brands may be claimed as the property of others.



Making the Case for Paper: 
E i  I tEconomic Impact
• Paper: more scribes, fewer heralds!

• Writing/reading still elite until moveable type and 
mechanized paper manufacturingmechanized paper manufacturing

• With both, jobs produced

• Wood pulp process perfected, 
papermaking drops in price:papermaking drops in price:
– 1864 - 28 cents/pound
– 1897 - 2 cents/pound
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Making the Case for Paper: 
Political Impact

• Control of ideas: laws to keep “rags” from Control of ideas: laws to keep rags  from 
leaving country

• Newspapers spread political information, 
serve as “bully pulpit”

• Laws at turn of 20th century spur paper 
industry : tax credits granted for resource 
d l t  i d t i  t d development, industries granted 
favorable freight rates
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ConclusionConclusion
Paper had the greatest impact on political  Paper had the greatest impact on political, 
economical, and social change, as it allowed all 
printing related activity to develop  printing-related activity to develop. 

Without inexpensive, easy to produce paper, 
words could not have wide distribution.

Copyright © 2010 Intel Corporation. All rights reserved. Adapted with permission. Intel, the Intel logo and the Intel Education Initiative are trademarks of Intel Corporation or its subsidiaries in the U.S. and other countries.
*Other names and brands may be claimed as the property of others.



Works CitedWorks Cited
History of Paper by Conservatree:History of Paper by Conservatree: 
www.conservatree.com/learn/Papermaking/History.shtml*
History of Paper by Mead: 
www.mead.com/ml/docs/facts/history.html*y
Institute of Paper Science and Technology: www.ipst.edu*
Paper through the ages: 
www.hqpapermaker.com/paper.htm*
Paper University: 
www.tappi.org/paperu/all_about_paper/paperHistory.htm*
The Peculiar History of Paper:  

ibf / hi t ht l*www.ibfsrp.com/paper_history.html*
Wisconsin Paper Council: 
www.wipapercouncil.org/invention.htm*

Copyright © 2010 Intel Corporation. All rights reserved. Adapted with permission. Intel, the Intel logo and the Intel Education Initiative are trademarks of Intel Corporation or its subsidiaries in the U.S. and other countries.
*Other names and brands may be claimed as the property of others.


