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Essentials Course

Blog Prompts for Course Blog and Participant’s Personal Blog
The Course Blog has two layers: 

· Participants reflect at the end of each module in their personal blog space based on the prompts provided in the course. The prompts are also copied in this document for reference. 

· Discussions that occur in the course blog are authored by the facilitator. The facilitator creates the initial blog entry using the prompts provided below. The prompts are reflective of the course goals and outcomes, and they should not be modified. However, please add your own tone and personality to create personalized entries. The prompts are associated with the module and activity that they support. 
Note: See instructions for setting up the blog used in the course in the Facilitation Guide > Section 7: Accessing Facilitation Resources > Facilitator Blogging Tutorial. 
Additionally, the facilitator creates a blog entry that includes a summary of key learnings associated with the activities and course events at posts in the course blog at the end of each module. 
Feel free to add additional entries as well. You may want to create a discussion on a particular topic that you would like to explore further with participants. The nature of the entries should be to invite conversation. Do not create entries in a blog for announcements or messages that do not require participants to respond with insight. Use the message and announcement system within the course for communication of that nature. 
Start your blog with an introductory message which participants will see when they first login. An example message is shown below. Feel free to add your own writing style to personalize this entry. 
Welcome to the Essentials Online Blogging Community!

Our Essentials Blog Portal consists of two layers. This is the first layer. On our homepage you will find prompts for discussion from your facilitator in which all participants will respond. The second layer consists of the individual blogs from participants in the course. After you sign up for an account, you will find your blog in the pull down menu on the right. Each participant is the author of a personal blog and controls the content. 
During this course, your blog is mainly used as a personal space to add your reflections on the educational ideas presented and also to engage in online conversations with colleagues. Click on your name in the pull down menu on the right and experiment with your own dashboard. 

As we experiment with this space, think about the potential for collaboration and learning in the classroom. 

Happy blogging! 
The following table provides the blog prompts for each activity outlined below. 
	Module/ Activity
	Title
	Prompts for Blog Entry

	Orientation

Activity 4: Exploring Unit Ideas

Step 2: Sharing Unit Ideas
	Unit Topics


	1. Respond to this blog entry by clicking on Comments below. Include in your reply at least one topic you are considering for the unit you will create during this course:
· Indicate your unit topic, class level, and subject area

· Explain your topic idea

· Include other ideas for topics 

2. Review responses from other participants. 

Optional: After responding to the course blog, create your personal blog. <insert language for the blog you are using – the following reflects features for 21classes.com> Go to the pull down menu on the right, find your name, and click Go. You will be taken to your dashboard where you can experiment with the many features provided for your own personal blog space. Simply click on each of the tabs at the top of the page to find relevant information. You can reflect on your own learning during this module, share what you are doing in your own classroom, post pictures, and so on.



	Module 8
Activity 3: Implementing a Successful Project

Step 2: Planning for a Successful Project
	Implementing A Successful Project
	Consider what you need to prepare and accomplish before, during, and after your unit to ensure its success.

	Module 9
Activity 1: Planning a Showcase

Step 1: Showcasing Student Projects


	Showcasing Student Projects 


	Showcasing products created with technology tools often demands different methods of facilitation than showcasing products created with more traditional tools. Share ideas for showcasing projects in your own classroom:

1. Which of the showcasing ideas could you most easily incorporate into your own classroom?

2. What would you need to do to prepare your students for an effective showcase?

3. How could you support students in providing constructive feedback to their peers?

4. What strategies could you use to ensure students use the feedback from their peers as well as their self-assessments to improve their work?

Browse your colleagues’ responses and note any ideas you can use with your own students.



	Module 9
Activity 3: Reflecting on the Course
Step 1: Blogging My Journey


	Reflecting on the Course 


	Start by sharing your response to the prompt below, congratulate your participants for completing the course, and thank them for all their hard work. Then ask them to: 

Share your thoughts with the whole class by responding to the prompt below:

· Of everything you learned, what do you think will have the biggest impact on student learning?

Read all of your colleagues’ responses and start a conversation with any that interest you.




Blog Prompts for Participant’s Personal Blogs: 

1. Module 1 Reflection, and respond to this prompt:
This module has made me think about my role as a unit designer in the following ways:

Feel free to write about any other insights, questions or concerns you wish to address in your reflection.

2. Module 2 Reflection, and respond to this prompt:
This module has helped me think about using syllabus guidelines and CFQs in the following ways:

Feel free to write about any other insights, questions or concerns you wish to address in your reflection.
3. Module 3 Reflection, and respond to this prompt: 
This module has helped me think about formative assessment for my unit in the following ways:
Feel free to write about any other insights, questions or concerns you wish to address in your reflection.

4. Module 4 Reflection. 
This module has helped me think about the impact of the Internet on my students’ learning in the following ways: 
Feel free to write about any other insights, questions or concerns you wish to address in your reflection
5. Module 5 Reflection, and respond to this prompt:
This module has helped me think about planning my student sample.
Feel free to write about any other insights, questions or concerns you wish to address in your reflection.

6. Module 6 Reflection, and respond to this prompt:
This module has helped me think about student-centered assessment in the following ways:
Feel free to write about any other insights, questions or concerns you wish to address in your reflection.

7. Module 7 Reflection, and respond to this prompt:
This module has helped me think about creating support materials to 
facilitate student success. 
Feel free to write about any other insights, questions or concerns you wish to address in your reflection.

8. Module 8 Reflection, and respond to this prompt:
This module has helped me think about facilitating with technology.
Feel free to write about any other insights, questions or concerns you wish to address in your reflection.

9. Module 9 Reflection, and respond to this prompt:
This module has helped me think about planning a showcase.
Feel free to write about any other insights, questions or concerns you wish to address in your reflection.
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