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Formative Assessment

Formative assessment is most effective when:


· Students are given a clear picture of what they need to learn.

· Students receive continuous feedback about their progress related to learning goals.

· Students self-assess their own progress.

· Teachers provide instruction in the specific steps students must take to be successful. (Black & Wiliam, 1998)

The impact of implementing formative assessment on student learning cannot be overstated. In 1998, Black and Wiliam reviewed 21 research studies and approximately 580 articles or chapters on the impact of formative assessment on student achievement. They found that "innovations that include strengthening the practice of formative assessment produce significant and often substantial learning gains" (p. 9). Although this kind of assessment improves the learning of all students from kindergartners to college students (Black, Harrison, Lee, Marshall, & Wiliam, 2003), studies show that low achievers who need the extra help benefit the most (Black & Wiliam, 1998).

In student-centered classrooms, teachers assess students, students assess each other, but, ultimately, students assess themselves. When students assess their own thinking processes and the products they create, they are doing more than just looking for errors. They are, as Wiggins (1990) explains, "internaliz[ing] the standards by which their products and performances will be judged." This ability empowers them to think about the quality of their work and their working processes in concrete ways and enables them to modify their learning strategies to become more efficient and effective learners.

1:1 Tip: Research suggests that students in one-to-one classrooms have improved organizational skills. Assist students in the development of these skills by teaching them how to use the computer resources to track and monitor their own progress (Jackson, 2004).
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