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Web-based Collaborative Learning Resources

Web 2.0 (the new Interactive World Wide Web) is transforming the manner in which people all over the world are interacting, communicating and collaborating. Web 2.0 websites allow users to do more than just retrieve information. Users can own the data on a Web 2.0 site and exercise control over that data. These sites encourage users to add information and aim to facilitate creativity, collaboration, and sharing. This stands in contrast to very old traditional Web sites, the sort which limited visitors to viewing and whose content only the site's owner could modify. Web 2.0 sites often feature a rich, user-friendly interface. (Wikipedia, 2006)

We use several Web 2.0 collaborative learning resources throughout the Essentials Course: 

· Blogs 

· Wikis 

· Online collaborative Web sites 

· Tagging/bookmarking sites  

Web 2.0 tools and environments take advantage of web programming that is now able to separate form from content. Michael Wesch, a professor of Cultural Anthropology, demonstrates this in his video on youtube, The Machine is Us/ing Us.


The following table provides more detailed information on using some of these resources in your classroom. 

	Blogs

	Description
	Short for weblogs, blogs are used to share information and opinions with readers and to solicit feedback and discussion. Blogs often take the form of a journal and are regularly updated with new entries.

	Example Instructional Uses
	Character journals, lists of research sources, reflections on learning, collecting responses to ideas, debating issues relevant to the subject area, and so forth.

	Drawbacks
	· Interaction is limited to written responses.

· Blogs often can be viewed by anyone with Internet access unless you make the blog entries private.

· Formatting, design options, and multimedia are often limited.

· Content usually must be edited online.

· People may respond to blog entries with inflammatory or inappropriate content.

	Blogging Sites
	A list of Web sites where you can set up your own blog is available in the Resources tab > Collaboration link.

	More Information about Blogs
	Blogging: It's Elementary, My Dear Watson*  www.educationworld.com/a_tech/tech/tech217.shtml 

Presents an article about using blogs in elementary classrooms

Blogging Basics: Creating Student Journals on the Web* www.educationworld.com/a_tech/techtorial/techtorial037print.shtml 
Provides a quick introduction to getting your students to write their own blogs

About Blogs*  www.budtheteacher.com/wiki/index.php?title=Main_Page

Uses a wiki format to offer resources for using blogs in the classroom

	Wikis

	Description
	Wikis are collaborative Web sites that can be set up to be edited by anyone or only designated users. The creator of a wiki can receive notice of all changes and can track and monitor the development of the site content.

	Example Instructional Uses
	Group writing, collaborative Web development, share research findings, project planning, information collection, and so forth.

	Drawbacks
	· Other authors could make unwanted changes.

· Content must be edited online.

· People may contribute inflammatory or inappropriate content.

	Wiki Sites
	A list of Web sites where you can set up your own wiki is available in the Resources tab > Collaboration link.

	More Information about Wikis
	For Teachers New to Wikis* http://writingwiki.org/default.aspx/WritingWiki/For%20Teachers%20New%20to%20Wikis.html 

Presents an overview of wikis—what they are and how they can be used

Using wiki in education*www.scienceofspectroscopy.info/edit/index.php?title=Using_wiki_in_education 
Defines wikis and suggests ways students can use them

	Online Collaborative Web Sites

	Description
	Collaborative Web sites allow individuals to create or upload documents to the Web where they can then be edited using familiar formatting tools by anyone you invite who has Internet access. Some sites also provide the ability to edit and create presentations and spreadsheets.

	Example Instructional Uses
	Collaborative writing, revising, editing, giving and getting feedback from multiple writers, tracking authors' contributions, comparing different revisions, and so forth.

	Drawbacks
	· Usually, files created online require special software to be viewed offline.

· Content can be lost if you revert to a previous version.

· Other authors could make unwanted changes to your work.

	Online Collaborative Web Sites
	A list of Web sites where you can set up your own online collaborative Web site is available in the Resources tab > Collaboration link.

Each online resource has different capabilities, such as the ability to:


· Access files from any Internet-connected computer

· Invite others to view or edit documents

· Allow multiple authors to edit and view a document at the same time

· Work on documents online or offline

· Compare two versions of the same document

· Identify authors' contributions in various iterations of the document

· Track previous versions of a document

· Publish content to a Web page or blog

· Insert comments without changing the text of the document

· Create Microsoft Office* compatible word processing documents, spreadsheets, and presentation files or edit existing documents

· Add design elements, images, maps, charts, and graphs

· Manage projects by organizing work, setting priorities, and tracking the progress of team members

· Notify others when content changes



	More Information about Online Collaborative Web Sites
	A Paradigm Shift for School Software* www.eschoolnews.com/news/showStoryts.cfm?ArticleID=6656 

Offers a comprehensive article about the use of online applications

Type and travel: Web-based word processors* http://reviews.cnet.com/4520-9239_7-6627472-1.html 

Includes an overview of online word processing applications with a comparison chart
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