Frequently Asked Questions

Travel

Q: When do I need to arrive in Pittsburgh to be a participant in the Intel ISEF Educator Academy?

A: Attendees should arrive on Sunday, May 13, 2012.  We will begin our meetings at 9 a.m. Monday, May 14.  If you are from outside the U.S. and your flight would arrive after 4 p.m. Sunday, May 13, you may arrive on Saturday, May 12.
Q: When is the earliest time I can depart from Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania?

A: We will finish our meetings at approximately 5 p.m. Thursday, May 17 so you may book flights after 8 p.m. on May 17.  If you want to stay for the Grand Awards Ceremony, which ends at Noon, Friday, May 18, we will pay for your hotel room May 17.  This ceremony is when the student award winners are announced.  
Q: Can family members attend the Intel ISEF Educator Academy?
A: We discourage people from bringing family or guests. Your days and evenings are booked in events that are only for Educator Academy attendees. The public is only allowed to attend Intel ISEF Thursday. If you bring a guest, you are responsible for all his/her costs, including meals.

Q: I am not from the U.S.  How do I obtain a VISA?

A: When you register on the Intel ISEF Educator Academy web site, please indicate that you need a visa invitation letter. Your Intel Education manager can assist you with the visa application.   Please Note:  Visas are taking 60-90 days to obtain.  Please apply early.
Q: What is the deadline to make my air travel reservations?

A: Please make your travel reservations immediately. All travel reservations should be completed by March 30, 2012.  Remember the earlier you make your flights the better the chances at getting non-stop flights, and easy connections.
Q: How do I make my travel reservation?

A: Once you have registered for the Intel ISEF Educator Academy, our designated travel agent will contact you via email. It is extremely important that you respond to all emails from the travel agent in a prompt manner.  All travel arrangements need to be made through our travel agency.  We will NOT reimburse airline tickets booked in another manner.
Hotel

Q: What hotel will I be staying in?

A: 
Omni William Penn

530 William Penn Place

Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 15219

Phone: (412) 281-7100

http://www.omnihotels.com/findahotel/pittsburghwilliampenn.aspx
Q: How do I make my hotel reservations?

A: Hotel reservations will be made for you. We will send an email confirming that you have completed your hotel and flight reservations. 

Q: How is my hotel bill paid?

A: The Society for Science & the Public, through a grant from the Intel Foundation, will pay your room fees and room taxes. You are responsible for any incidental costs such as telephone calls, movie rentals, or room service. When you check into the hotel, you will be asked to present a credit card to guarantee payment of incidental expenses. If you don't charge any expenses, your credit card will not be billed.

General Questions
Q: Is there an agenda for the week?

A: An agenda will be published on in our community.  www.inteledacademy.org
The final agenda will be published about 30 days before the Intel ISEF Educator Academy. You are expected to participate in activities at Intel ISEF and attend all presentations exclusively for Educator Academy attendees. Please note that your team will meet prior to Intel ISEF and will have pre-work assignments.

Q: What should I wear?

A: We will be working long hours, so please dress comfortably. Casual clothing is very appropriate. Suits, ties and high heels are not necessary. However, many people choose to wear professional attire for the Opening Ceremony on Monday and the Grand Awards Ceremony on Friday. 

Q: What is the weather in Pittsburgh?

A: You can expect daytime temperatures to be mild  - temperatures in the low to  mid-70”s Fahrenheit (24 celius)..  Please be prepared for rain
Q: How will my school be reimbursed for my time away?

A: If you are a classroom teacher, Society for Science & the Public, through a grant from the Intel Foundation, will reimburse your district for five days of substitute pay. If more than one teacher attends from a school or district, a combined invoice or Substitute Reimbursement Form may be submitted.

You must submit the substitute reimbursement form or your district must provide an official invoice by June 15, 2012. 

Q. Where can I learn more about Intel ISEF 2012?

A: The Intel ISEF 2012 website


http://www.societyforscience.org/intelisef2012
or at www.intel.com/education/isef
