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For several years I taught bits and pieces of the Holocaust in my high school literature classes.  However, it was not until I began teaching my 6th, 7th, and 8th grade learning disabled students these lessons in history through my project based learning unit that I created at an Intel class that my life and theirs began to change.  Through my Intel unit my enthusiasm for teaching has been reborn.  In this day and age with all the state testing and other things weighing heavy on educators I had lost my focus on how to make learning fun.  Through the creation of my Intel unit I have been able to bring that fun back into my classroom with the highest level of instruction possible for my students.  
      At times my students have struggled to enjoy school and to feel like a real part of the school itself.  My Intel unit entitled “The Strength of the Human Spirit” has made it possible for them to attend amazing Holocaust survivor events, travel to the Museum of Tolerance in Los Angeles, do service work in the community, be featured in the newspaper, and become leaders among their peers as Holocaust educators themselves.  My students and I hosted a two-day ‘Days of Remembrance’ event last year. During our day and evening activities over 750 students and community members attended. As I am becoming a leader in Holocaust education and technology, I am also creating passionate leaders in my classroom.  The stories of the Holocaust have inspired many of my students to persevere in their own rather difficult lives and insure people do not forget about the Holocaust and current day genocides. Again this year we are preparing to host this great event with my students doing all of the planning and work.   
     Due to my Intel unit, last year I was able to receive a laptop cart with 20 new computers for my classroom.  Now my students use the computers everyday for special learning programs, presenting projects, and blogging with fellow classmates about state standard based topics that we are studying in class.  Our 21st century learning just continues to grow in our classroom.

As a Master Teacher for Intel, my district is preparing for me and some other colleagues to begin teaching some of these amazing Intel classes to other teachers in our district.  I always try to give my testimonial to how Intel project based learning units have changed my life and my job in so many ways.  Over the past two years, I have presented my unit and experiences to educators all over my state.

I now have two amazing Intel project based learning units and will never forget how Intel brought my spirit alive again to be the best teacher that I can be.  Watching the daily progress and positive results of my students is a reminder of why I teach and how the delivery and enthusiasm of my lessons is critical to making leaders of tomorrow.
