Classroom experiences with technology

During the 2007-2008 I was lucky to be in the right place at the right moment to be able to participate in the Intel Teach Essentials Course. This course immediately appealed to me because I have always been interested in technology but had not been able to figure out how to use it in my classroom. 

I was born and raised in Bolivia. My family moved to Austin, Texas when I was 18 years old. Adjusting to our new home was not easy, not only was it a different place, but also a completely different culture with a different language. This experience is always present in my mind and affects my everyday teaching in the elementary school since all my students are English Language Learners, just like me.

The first day of the course I was overwhelmed. What was I thinking? I was teaching third grade for the first time and I had just found out that my only son had special needs. This course was going to be a lot of work and would require a lot of time, and I almost backed out from the opportunity to be part of this class. On the other hand, I wanted to learn how to combine my MIS degree with my teaching career. 

The first project that I did was a success. Students had to tell their family story using pictures in order to make a video. In order for this to be done, students needed to come up with questions to interview their parents and use those answers to tell their family story and how their story affected the community. The students were very engaged in the project, as they learned more about their heritage and their community. The project also helped them become more confident communicating in English. 

Since then, I have been integrating technology in all the different subject areas I teach. It has allowed me to keep my students more engaged in everyday activities. I have seen more growth in my students than in other third grade classes that don’t use technology in everyday lessons. Integrating this type of technology has created the opportunity for me to conduct professional development for other teachers at my school as well as other schools in the area. It has greatly impressed other administrators and my class has been used demonstrate the power and effectiveness of technology in education. 


The tools I learned from the Intel Essentials course and have since applied in my daily teaching have made me a more effective teacher. Project based learning is an excellent way to differentiate instruction.  Wikis, blogs, and Web 2.0 tools are excellent classroom resources and bring classroom teaching into the 21st century. 
