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Chipset


Toshiba is sill evaluating processor options following the Polar changes.  They do not feel that Polar is viable, since no follow-on orders will be accepted.  The information they have from AMD is that there will not be an Elan-B, nor any follow on WinPad chip as the company resources are being focused on the K-5.  It does not seem this information is accurate.


Based on our recommendations, Toshiba will re-examine AMD options.  At this time they are leaning towards a Hummingbird design coupled with their own custom system controller.  They believe it will take about one year to bring the chipset to production.  Issues of 386 vs. 486 were discussed.  Toshiba placed more emphasis on performance, and believes corporate purchasers, such as MIS directors, will demand 486 solutions.  We disagreed.


Toshiba believes Intel will produce their own 386 based WinPad chipset solution.


Schedule


Lack of a chipset is hampering Toshiba’s product plans.  They are continuing Polar development, and currently intend to deliver prototypes to Microsoft in Sept/Oct.  This is not a device they intend to take to production.  Current plans, for a Hummingbird/Toshiba based solution, aim at a Q3 ‘95 introduction.


Despite this, Toshiba still claims concerns that they will be held up by our schedule.


Market


Toshiba believes that this market is currently very vertically focused.  They also believe that, before any high levels of acceptance are achieved, better communications infrastructure (particularly wide-area wireless) and applications support need to be achieved.  They believe this will be acceptable in H2 1995.  This supports their technical plans for device introduction.


Action Items


Action�
Owner�
Due�
�
Send Ohashi-san our market f
