Ideas for Using Microsoft Bookshelf ’95


Here are some suggestions for using Bookshelf ’95 in your classroom. You can use them as a source of new activities, as ideas to incorporate into activities already underway or as models for putting Bookshelf ’95 to work in your classroom.


��	Reality leaves a lot to the imagination.�	John Lennon (1950–80), British rock musician. �	“The Way It Is,” CBC-TV, June 1969.�


	The Columbia Dictionary of Quotations is licensed from Columbia University Press. �	Copyright © 1993 by Columbia University Press. All rights reserved.��


Language Arts and Creative Expression


Activity


Where do words come from? How does English assimilate words from other sources? Ask your students to make a presentation on words English has adopted from other languages or sources such as cartoons, jazz and computer jargon.


Bookshelf ’95 Tips


Have your students use the Advanced Find in the Dictionary to find words from another language or source. For example, french and “word history.”


Activity


Create a list of award-winning books to help students make their next reading selection. Post the list in the library area and annotate with student reviews and recommendations.


Bookshelf ’95 Tips


Use an Advanced Find in the Almanac to locate the American Library Association’s lists of notable books. Enter a search criteria of “notable Books for children.” You can also find lists of the Caldecott, Newbery and Pulitzer Award winners.


Activity


Stimulate student journal writing with a “Quotation of the Day.” Print quotations and store them in a loose-leaf notebook, filed by date. Include at least two quotations for each day so students can select the quotation they wish to explore in their journal.


Bookshelf ’95 Tips


Use quotations from Bookshelf Daily or search Quotations to locate quotations from a specific person. Try the Outline button in Quotations to locate quotations on a topic. When you see an audio icon, click it to hear the recorded quotation.


Use the same process to identify quotations for a timed expository writing exercise. Students would take a stand agreeing with or opposing the quotation and support their position.


Activity


Explore the alphabet by highlighting one letter each week. Investigate the origin of the letter, its evolution, definition and sounds. Have your students create lists of words (adjectives, adverbs, nouns and verbs(that start with the letter and build sentences from the lists.


Bookshelf ’95 Tips


Find the letter in the Dictionary to see an overview of its history and various forms through the centuries. Copy the picture and the text definitions into a student worksheet created with a word processor.


Activity


Identify a selection from a short story or novel that evokes a strong sense of place, mood or person. Read the selection to your students, discuss the effect and the words that create it. Then, have the students rewrite the piece maintaining the original feeling.


Bookshelf ’95 Tips


Have your students use the Thesaurus to find substitutions for the words used to create the effect. As an alternative lesson, ask the students to substitute words to create the opposite impression of the original selection.


Activity


Have your students assume the roles of famous figures(living or dead(gathered for a discussion of issues. Prepare a list of topics and assign characters to students (or teams of students). Ask the students to prepare responses to the topics from the perspective of their figure. Assemble the panel and begin the discussion.


Bookshelf ’95 Tips


Use a search in the Encyclopedia, Chronology and Quotations using the name of the figure to discover the stance the person would take on the subjects. Use All Books to find data and statistics to support the figure’s opinion.


Social Studies and Current Events


Activity


It’s important for students to pay attention to current events and be able to discuss them with others. Reading newspapers and a weekly news magazine, then supplementing the articles with information and data from Bookshelf ’95 will provide your students with the tools they need to analyze world-wide events and understand their impact.


Bookshelf ’95 Tips


Use the Find function of Bookshelf ’95 to locate articles on any unfamiliar words, concepts or references encountered in news articles the students are reading. 


Activity


Create a world map identifying the countries of students’ family heritage. Have the students supplement the map with information about each of the identified countries(population, flag, capital city, major industries, currency, national costumes.


Bookshelf ’95 Tips


Use the Encyclopedia and Almanac to supply information, data and statistics for the countries and print maps from the Atlas.


Ask students to learn the year when their family emigrated to the USA. Use the Chronology to identify political, economic and social events in that year. Interview family members, if possible, to learn how these events may have affected the family’s decision to emigrate.


Activity


Assemble a portrait of your state(its history, geography, statistical profile, major industries. Generate a timeline for your town or city using information from your local historical society. Include national and world events for historical perspective.


Bookshelf ’95 Tips


Use the Chronology to identify political, social and economic events. Search the Almanac for the origin of your state’s name, important people born in your state and other data. Print a map from the Atlas.


Activity


Create a list of class heroes(from politics, sports, the arts, science and other areas. Ask your students to write brief biographies of their candidates, including their ideas about what means to be a hero.


Bookshelf ’95 Tips


Define an Advanced Search in the Encyclopedia, Quotations and Chronology using the hero’s name as the search criteria. Use pictures found in the Encyclopedia to supplement the list of heroes and their biographies.


Activity


Identify the major social, political and economic events of the years when the students’ parents or grandparents were the age of your students. Supplement with family photos, interviews, recordings, newspapers and magazines from those years.


Bookshelf ’95 Tips


Define the search criteria for the Chronology by typing in a year to identify all events for that year. To focus on articles relating to everyday life, add “everyday life” to the search criteria. For example, “everyday life 1952.” 


Use the Chronology to identify the major events that occurred in the year that the students were born. Discuss which of the events has had the most affect on their lives.


Science


Activity


The 20th century has seen great advances in technology. What were they? Conduct a class survey to identify the most important technical advances, then complement the class list with the articles in the Chronology.


Bookshelf ’95 Tips


To see 20th century advances in technology, define an Advanced Find in the Chronology with a search criteria of technology and introduced and 19??. To see advances made before the turn of the century, use the search criteria technology and introduced not 19??


Activity


How do plants make food? Have students collect samples of different leaf types and construct a model of a plant leaf showing the functions of each cell layer in the process of photosynthesis.


Bookshelf ’95 Tips


Choose the Encyclopedia, then type photosynthesis to display the definition. Click the illustration to see an animated overview of leaf structure and photosynthesis. Click the See Also button to display a list of related articles.


Activity


The relationship between the members of our solar system is more easily understood when students can actually see and manipulate the planets, their moons and the sun. Create a model of the solar system showing the orbits of the planets around the sun.


Bookshelf ’95 Tips


To see an animated illustration of the solar system(the inner and outer planets as well as other members( choose the Encyclopedia, click Animation & Video on the Gallery Tab, then select solar system. Click the planet names shown in color to see a description of that planet.


Activity


Design a wall chart of geologic time, showing the geologic events of each period, along with the animals and plants alive in that period. Supplement with illustrations and maps.


Bookshelf ’95 Tips


Search the Encyclopedia for information on geologic eras and information on basic geologic formations. Animated illustrations of faults, plate tectonics, continental drift and volcanoes help your students understand these basic concepts of geology.


Activity


Build a small weather station with a thermometer and a precipitation gauge. Chart the daily high and low temperatures and precipitation, then compare them to data collected by the National Oceanic and Aeronautic Administration.


Bookshelf ’95 Tips


Select the Almanac, then define an Advanced Find for noaa and temperature. 


Print a map of your state or regional area from the Atlas to mark regional weather statistics and follow weather patterns over a larger area. Use the topographic maps to identify local factors affecting weather patterns.


Activity


Create a map of the night sky to help your students identify the major constellations and learn the myths associated with them.


Bookshelf ’95 Tips


Define an Advanced Find in the Dictionary, Encyclopedia and Almanac using the search criteria: constellation and star. Copy the illustrations and text into student worksheets created with a desktop publisher or word processor. 


To see summaries of celestial events for a month or a season, search the Almanac for celestial events.


Activity


Seeing history as a series of related events is an important insight for students. Identify historical events that occurred in the current month as the beginning point for class discussion. Select one event for discussion, ask students to assess the importance and impact of the event and describe the consequence if the event had not taken place.


Bookshelf ’95 Tips


In the Chronology, define a search for the month. If you are studying a particular time in history, you can include the year to focus the search criteria.


Activity


Bring historical events to life by listening to the speeches that shaped them. Let your student hear the voices of people who shaped the 20th century.


Bookshelf ’95 Tips


In the Chronology, choose the Gallery Tab. Then browse through the titles to find the articles you want to hear.


Activity


Mark the birthdays of political leaders such as Abraham Lincoln, John Kennedy, Cesar Chavez and Martin Luther King with displays including pivotal events in their careers, newspaper articles, illustrations, biographic information and quotations representing their philosophy and beliefs.


Bookshelf ’95 Tips


Search the Encyclopedia, Quotations and Chronology using the name of the leader. For leaders in the 20th century, be certain to check the Gallery Tab for audio quotations.


Music and Fine Arts


Activity


Use audio examples of rhythm, key, pitch and harmony to make it easier for your students to understand key elements of music.


Bookshelf ’95 Tips


Choose the Gallery Tab for the Encyclopedia, then select the Audio Tab to see a list of articles with definitions your students can see and hear.


Create an online vocabulary list for students to review by copying the text into a word processing document. Copy the audio pronunciation into that same word processing document to allow students to hear the pronunciation of the vocabulary word.


Activity


Explore music concepts such as harmony, fugue, canon and polyphony with your students. Before listening to actual recordings, play the motif, subject and exposition in the Bookshelf definition of fugue to clarify this concept for students.


Bookshelf ’95 Tips


In the Encyclopedia definition, click the audio icons to hear examples that clarify these concepts.


Click the Print button to print a copy of the onscreen definitions to use as a listening aid for your students. Use the See Also button to display a list of related articles with additional information.


Activity


How does Hip-hop relate to the Cool Jazz of the 1950’s? Ask your students to assemble a display showing the major movements of American music, significant works and biographies of composers. Supplement with pictures and photographs, political and social events, information about clothing, popular fads and advertising of the time.


Bookshelf ’95 Tips


Search the Almanac for a list of composers of the United States and find articles for composers in the Encyclopedia. To find information about popular culture for a year, 1963 for example, search the Chronology with the criteria “everyday life 1963.” 


Cross-Curriculum


Activity


Create a monthly calendar that has an event or fact for each day. The calendar can be a potpourri of information or focused on a topic being studied during the month.


Bookshelf ’95 Tips


Use an Advanced Find to identify significant daily events and Find to locate items related to subjects being studied. Add Dictionary definitions and trivia to round out the entries.


If the calendar is created with a word processor or desktop publisher, copy illustrations and pictures from the Bookshelf articles into the calendar.


Activity


Take a clue from a TV game show to make mastering facts more fun. Identify topics and assign them to students. Ask students to write questions and answers for their topic, set a point value to the question and print a Bookshelf article to support the correct answer. To play, a moderator reads the answers to a panel of students. The first student with the correct question earns the points. At the end of a time limit, the student with the highest score wins.


Bookshelf ’95 Tips


Use student teams to write the questions and answers and play the game. Ask the teams to describe and evaluate their search strategies and techniques.


Activity


Have your students publish a newspaper describing the major events of another time(the Middle Ages, the Great Depression, the Civil War(as the culminating activity of their study of that period.


Bookshelf ’95 Tips


Define an Advanced Search in the Chronology with a year as the search criteria. To select a decade or century, use ? as a wildcard. For example, 195? will select articles for events in the 1950s and 14?? will select articles for events in the 1400s.


Reference Skills


Activity


English is rich in words and phrases like “carpetbagger,” “crewcut,” and “zebra crossing” that reflect a new way of seeing and describing things. Have your students assemble a dictionary of coined words and phrases that we use every day and ask them to try their hand at creating new words and phrases.


Bookshelf ’95 Tips


To see the origins of coined terms and phrases that have entered into English, enter “so called because” as the criteria for a full text search in the Dictionary.


Activity


Knowing where to look for information is an important skill. Help your students generate guidelines and strategies for using Bookshelf ’95. Assemble a wide-ranging list of information(the ZIP code of Puerto Rico, the capital of Belgium, the origin of the “Levi rivet,” the name of the islands in Micronesia(ask students to identify the reference they would use and confirm their hypotheses. Display the completed guidelines in the library area.


Bookshelf ’95 Tips


Confirm the guidelines by conducting a full text searches in all books in Bookshelf ’95.
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