Microsoft® Creative Writer





Who


Max


Max loves playing with words and writing stories. He and Maggie have all kinds of fun together. Max is hoping to be a world-famous writer.


Maggie


Maggie loves to draw pictures. She and Max are best friends. They team up to create fun stories. She draws the pictures, Max writes the stories! She wants to become a world-famous artist someday.


McZee


McZee has inspired famous artists and authors through time. Now he’s here to inspire you!


Where


Lobby


Want a quick overview? Check out the building map.


Going up? Take the elevator, or click the fire pole.


Want to visit the Gallery? Click the Library sign.


Idea Workshop


The place for inspiration! Let Max show you how to get over writer’s block!


Check out the picture window. Find a picture that fires up your imagination!


Need a story starter? Play the Splot machine. With a pull of the lever, you get an idea you can write about. Make up your own entries and add them, too!


Project Workshop


Max helps you make newspapers, cards, and banners!


Make a “Moosepaper.” Publish your own neighborhood newspaper! Has a new family moved in? Does anyone need help finding a lost cat? Any special trips to recommend to others?


Create a “Cardvark.” Send a card to someone that needs cheering up! Select or make your own pictures. Add your greeting. Don’t forget to sign the card!


Writing Studio


Your own private writing studio. Come here to write anything you want!


To start a new document, double-click the blank paper.


To work on your most recent document (it’s hanging on the wall), double-click it.


Remember, you can always find all of your work in the portfolio. You’ll find the portfolio in the Flying Carpet Bag.


�
Library


Hang your favorite work on the wall. Arrange it any way you want!


Try using one of Max’s documents to start with. When you first enter the Library, you’ll see his work on the wall.


To open a new document, double-click it!


To put a new document on the wall, drag it from the portfolio.


Portfolio – the place where you find all of your work (and everyone else’s too).


To get rid of a document, drag it to the Recycle bin.


To print a document, drag it to the Printer.


How


Words�“Jazz” up the words in your document. Make your words purple, add sparkle, or use the Shape tool to create “fancy’ words. And that’s not all...�
��
�
Sticker Picker�Add or make your own stickers. You can change a sticker, too! McZee made some stickers you can use for starters.�
��
�
Sound Picker�Attach sounds to stickers or words. If you have the right equipment, you can even record your own sounds.�
��
�
Page Stuff�Add backgrounds, borders, or page numbers. Divide your page into columns. Change the margins!�
��
�
Speller and Replacer�Find words, replace words, or check your spelling. Hint: Tired of using the same old words? You can find other words that mean the same thing! Try the thesaurus!�
��
�
Undo Egg�Undo or redo the last thing you did! You can undo up to the last 20 things! Watch those eggs!�
��
�
Re-movers�Get rid of, move, and copy your words and stickers. There are some other things in here, too. Come and take a peek.�
��
�
Transformers�Change things around a bit. Resize any sticker. Turn words into pictures. Mix up your words into a secret code! Neat!�
��
�
Page Viewers�Look at your pages in different ways. You can see them one after the other, side by side, or zoomed in!�
��
�
Printer�Use to print, of course!�
��
�
Flying Carpet Bag�There’s a whole bunch of stuff in here. For starters you’ll find the magic wand, portfolio, Idea notebook, and McZee. If you need help or tips, get McZee out of the Flying Carpet Bag.�
��
�
�
43 Tips for Using Creative Writer


To start Fine Artist, double-click on its icon (hint: “double-click” means click twice really fast).


Want to get to the tools as quickly as possible? Mac® users: When you see the city, hold down the Command key and click the Enter sign. Windows® users: Hold down Ctrl and click the Enter sign.


The insertion point is the blinking line you see in your workspace. It shows you where your words will go when you type.


Want to get the insertion point back? Click on the button that has a picture of the insertion point on it. Hint: Look on the Toolbar under the big letter “A.”


“Drag” means to hold down the mouse button while moving the mouse. When you’ve finished dragging, let go of the mouse button.


Want help? Get McZee out of the Flying Carpet Bag


Want a quick way to save your work? Hold down Command or Ctrl and press S. If there’s a power outage, saving ensures you’ll still have your work!


Need a fast way to quit? Mac users: Hold down Command and press Q. Windows users: Hold down Alt and press F4.


Bored? Write the lyrics to your own rap song. Attach sounds to the words to give them extra meaning!


Create your own joke book! Try making up your own jokes. Print them out and staple the pages together.


Write a note to a friend, and add pictures that match your words. Hint: Look for the apple!


Can’t remember how to spell a word? Let me help you check your spelling. Hint: Find the Spelling Bee.


Highlight words in your story, poem, or report! User the Highlighter to add color behind your words.


Illustrate your story. Can you find a way to draw your own pictures? Hint: Look for the Crayon easel.


Keep out! When you name your document, if you start the name with an exclamation mark (!), no one else can look at your work.


Make your own stationery. Add borders around the edges. Add a slogan or draw a picture of yourself! Leave room to write!


Can you discover a way to make a picture bigger or smaller? Hint: Use the Transformer tools.


Can’t make your poem rhyme? Try writing haiku, which is a Japanese poem with only 3 lines. None of the lines rhyme! The 1st line has 5 syllables, the 2nd line has 7 syllables, and the last line 5 syllables.


Write your own novel. Create a cover page, title page, and a dedication page. Write your story. Last but not least, include an “About the Author” page!


Can you find a way to move words or pictures from one place to another? Hint: Try the Re-movers tools.


Bind your own book. Staple or sew the pages together. You can even create your own “hard cover” with cardboard.


Want to change the way your words flow around a picture? Look for the Text Wrap tool. Hint: Something’s fishy!


Dash off a top secret note! Scramble up the letters. Only those who know the secret password can decode it! Hint: Uncover the Secret Agent.


If you have the right equipment, a microphone that plugs into your computer, and a sound card, you can record you own sounds.


Can you find a shortcut to go straight from the outside of the Creative Writer building to a floor? Hint: Hold down Command or Ctrl and click where you want to go.


Start an Author’s club. Brainstorm ideas together! Have everyone write one story each week. Read them to each other.


Can you find a way to add shadows to your words? Make shadows in front, behind, to the left and right! Hint: Look for the Shape tool.


Can you find a way to make a big first letter, like you see in a fairy tale?


Help a younger brother or sister learn the alphabet! Make a banner to hang in their room! Hint: Check out the Project Workshop.


Do you use the same old words over and over? With the click of a button, you can see a list of similar words – perky, bouncy, zingy, jumping! Try it! Hint: Use the Replace tool. It looks like something McZee’s Grandpa and Grandma would wear.


Check out the fire pole. How do you go up or down? What happens if you hold down Command or Ctrl and click it?


Make a proclamation! Design a scroll! Paste each end of your banner around a stick or rod. Roll up your banner from both sides. When you’re ready to present your story, unroll the banner.


Pretend you’re writing a recipe book for monsters. What do you think they’d eat? Can you find a way to add a background to all your pages?


Make a Best Friend certificate! Add a border. Use the Shape tool to add “fancy” words. Did you know you can bend your words into an arch or a fish?


Put together your own “family” cookbook. Have all your relatives send you their favorite recipes. Type them, print them out, and staple them together. Send them as presents!


Publish a newspaper with your friends. Have each friend contribute a different story or article. Print on recycled paper. Hint: Go to the Project Workshop.


Can you find a way to “zoom in” on your work? Hey! Look at that bug move!


Write every day! When you think of a good idea for a story, write it down in your very own Idea notebook. Hint: You’ll find the Idea notebook in the Flying Carpet Bag.


Make your words stand out! Change them to Dark, Underlined, or Slanty.


Want to change a picture you’ve added to a story? Just click it once. This puts it in the Crayon easel, where you can make any changes you want.


Print your picture onto special paper that already has borders or backgrounds. You can order this paper from the Paper Direct catalog or call 1-800-A-PAPERS. Please ask your parents or teacher before you write or call!


Learn more from Maggie! If you like Creative Writer, you might want to check out Fine Artist – an art program for making all kinds of pictures and projects.


To order this documentation in poster format, call: (USA) 1-800-426-9400 or (Canada) 1-800-563-9048.
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