Encarta ‘96 Encyclopedia Teacher’s Activity Guide�Literature Focused Activities





LITERATURE


� Author Trading Cards 


People of all ages collect trading cards. Many concentrate on sports cards; others focus on fantasy character cards or movie star cards. In this activity you'll create a set of trading cards that highlights the lives and works of your favorite authors. Use Encarta Encyclopedia, your knowledge of writers and literary genres, and your artistic talents to create cards that capture the personality and style of some of the world's great writers.


Completing the activity 


1. Talk About Trading Cards


Recall the appearance and characteristics of trading cards you've seen. Then list the features you might include on the author cards you design. Different kinds of trading cards have many elements in common, such as:


Photographs of the subject


Names and nicknames


Vital statistics (birthdate, birthplace)


Records broken or awards won


Important achievements 


Decide on the information you would like to include in your trading cards.


2. Make a List of Authors


Begin by listing some authors you know and like. Try to list between 15 and 20 authors.


Hint: If you're having trouble thinking of writers, look in the Writers and Poets category in the encyclopedia and in the Guided Tours on Humanities and on Great Books for the names of some authors.


3. Choose Your Categories


Baseball cards can be grouped by team, by position, by year, or according to a number of other categories. Determine the categories your trading cards should have. Choose at least four different categories. Here are some you might consider:


Mystery writers


Short story writers


Playwrights 


You might consider including some humorous cards in your series. One idea is to create "author rookie cards" that list only the first work written by a famous author. Include a special logo identifying these cards as "rookie cards." Once you have determined your categories, select six to eight writers for each. Use the encyclopedia to research each author on your list. You can locate writers by genre or by name.


4. Design the Trading Cards


Present your information in a clear and eye-catching design. You might use baseball cards or superhero cards as models. First sketch a prototype for your cards. Decide on where you will put information such as the author's name, a pseudonym (if applicable), a photo, a brief biographical sketch, and a list of the author's most famous works. Also design a category logo that will appear on each card.


To make your cards interesting and original, consider including special features such as famous quotes or opening lines that will enhance your presentation of each author's works.


5. Make the Trading Cards


Copy the information onto each card. Author photos can be printed out from Encarta Encyclopedia using the Print feature.


6. Make Copies of the Cards


Make 10-15 sets of cards. You might photocopy them and cut them apart; then glue the two sides together to create a front and a back side.


7. Distribute the Cards/Flip Them for Trades


Distribute the cards randomly. Trade with your classmates to collect authors of different kinds or to complete all the authors in one category. Or, play this game with a friend: Hold a card's opposite corners lightly between two fingers and flip it in the air. If it lands on heads," you keep the card, and if it lands on "tails," your opponent keeps the card. Another way to play is to both flip a card at the same time. A "heads-heads" or "tails-tails" match means you keep both cards, and a "heads-tails" mismatch means your friend keeps both cards.





� Teacher's Notes 


Trading cards provide an entertaining means of learning key facts about groups of individuals. While baseball cards are the best-known example, trading cards have also been produced to celebrate movie stars, fantasy superheroes, United States presidents, and animals, among other subjects.


Activity Description


In this activity students make a set of author trading cards highlighting the works of several of their favorite authors. Students first brainstorm a list of authors. They then choose categories for their trading cards, research the authors in each category using Encarta Encyclopedia, design and make the cards, and devise games to trade them.


Objectives


Learn about different literary genres. (Literature)


Research the lives and works of several authors and write brief biographical sketches. (Expository Writing)


Design trading cards. (Art, Creative Thinking) 


Completing the Activity


To help students get started, you may want to bring some trading cards to class to share and discuss. If any students have sport or other trading card collections, encourage them to discuss their collections.


If students complete this activity in a group, have them work together to select the categories for their author trading cards. As an aid in selecting categories and authors, students should scan the Category menus in the encyclopedia. They should also look through the Guided Tours on Great Books and on Humanities, which introduce numerous writers. Remind students that important authors from other eras in history might be named on the Encarta Encyclopedia Timeline. For instance, Geoffrey Chaucer can be found on the timeline at AD 1390. (Augustine, William Shakespeare, Abraham Lincoln, and Ernest Hemingway also appear on the Timeline.)


Encourage students to use the word-processing feature in the encyclopedia to take notes on each author and to write biographical sketches. If the author's photograph does not appear in the Encarta Encyclopedia article, suggest that students fill their card's photo space with an original drawing. They might design a book cover for one of the author's works, draw a famous character the author has created, or include a picture of the author's birthplace.


Encourage students to discuss key elements of each literary genre they've chosen and brainstorm ideas for portraying them pictorially. The mystery writers category might be identified by a picture of a magnifying glass; playwrights might be indicated by a pair of theatrical masks depicting tragedy and comedy. Provide students with art supplies to create their finished trading cards.


When students finish their trading card series, help them devise ways to trade the cards. A flip for trades game is suggested on the student page. Other games might include blind trades, auctions, or simple contests with cards as prizes.


Meeting Individual Needs


Younger Students - For students in lower grades you may want to provide a list of authors in categories of your choosing. Ask students to choose one category and make cards for five or six authors. Or, have students create trading cards for authors whose works they have read.


Students Acquiring English - Encourage students from countries other than the United States to suggest authors they know of from their home country to include in the collection. Pair students acquiring English with students who are proficient in English.


Taking It Further


Students who enjoyed this activity might want to design other trading card series. You might suggest one or more of these series ideas: scientist trading cards, artist trading cards, endangered animal trading cards, musician trading cards. 





LITERATURE


� A Storytelling Festival 


From the griots of Africa to the epic poets of ancient Greece, storytellers all across the world have recounted their tales for countless generations of listeners. Some storytellers, such as the griots, pass on the history of their people. Others spin tales that amuse, entertain, or instruct. In this activity you will explore the history of storytellers and storytelling. You will then arrange a storytelling festival in which you and your classmates play the roles of storytellers from around the world and from different times in history.


Completing the activity 


1. Learn About Storytelling Through the Ages


Use Encarta Encyclopedia to investigate the history of the story. Begin by reading about these works:


Ramayana (the culture of India)


Arabian Nights (Arab culture)


The Iliad and the Odyssey (ancient Greek culture) 


Find out when these works were created and why they have survived the test of time. What cultural values are passed along in these stories?


Explore the Guided Tours on Legendary Heroes and on Poetry. Read about the history of legends and folktales. Identify some recurring characters who appear in traditional tales, such as the trickster Coyote (Native American stories) and Anansi the spider (West African folktales). Also read about Aesop's wise, simple fables and the fairy tales of Europe, collected and retold by the Grimm brothers of Germany, Hans Christian Andersen of Denmark, and other folklorists.


2. Organize Your Findings


Compile a list of storytelling traditions. Group together stories that are similar in nature. These categories might help you organize your list: stories that comment on human nature, stories that explain why things happen, stories that are meant to instruct the listeners in proper behavior, and stories that pass on the history of a people.


From your list, select eight to ten types of stories you would like to feature in a storytelling festival. Try to choose tales from various cultures and different parts of the world. Also try to achieve a balance of ancient and more modern works.


3. Locate Stories


Perhaps you have decided to include in your festival a Native American creation myth, a European fairy tale, and one of Aesop's fables. Your next challenge is to locate these in your local, school, or classroom library. You may need to browse through several versions to find stories that are appropriate for retelling.


4. Find Storytellers


Recruit storytellers from among your classmates. Assign each student one story to tell. Give the storytellers a copy of the story and organize a practice session. Allow each storyteller an opportunity to tell his or her story aloud at least once.


5. Hold a Storytelling Festival


Decide on the sequence in which the stories you have selected should be told and write a simple program. Also plan what you will say to introduce each storyteller. If possible, provide the listeners with some history and background about each story, for instance:


Arabian Nights is one of the oldest collections of stories in the world. It began as a woman's attempt to postpone her execution.


Homer's epic poems were originally retold by roving storytellers who were an important part of Greek society.


Many of the stories we know as fairy tales were collected from a number of different European cultures by Charles Perrault, the Grimm brothers, and others.


Some folktales exist in several versions. The Cinderella story, for instance, has a Chinese, a Puerto Rican, and a European version. 


Work with your teacher to arrange a time to present the festival. If possible, arrange to borrow costumes for the storytellers to wear.





� Teacher's Notes 


Storytelling traditions exist in virtually every culture. Stories have a variety of functions: to instruct, to entertain, to communicate history, to reinforce cultural and religious beliefs. In some cultures storytelling is thought to have medicinal qualities, the power to heal the listener through the evocation of important beliefs. From the Greek myths to the tall tales of the American frontier, stories provide rich insights into the values and beliefs of the people who tell them.


Activity Description


In this activity students use Encarta Encyclopedia to research the history of storytelling traditions, beginning with ancient works such as the Ramayana and Arabian Nights. They learn the characteristics of a variety of traditional tales, including creation tales, trickster tales, folktales, and fables. Finally, they plan a storytelling festival featuring stories from different cultures and eras.


Objectives


Understand the significance of storytelling in various cultures. (Social Studies, Literature, Multicultural Awareness)


Locate stories from different cultures and eras and from great works of literature. (Research Skills, Literature)


Plan and hold a storytelling festival. (Performing Arts, Creative Thinking) 


Completing the Activity


Students may complete the research portion of this activity independently or in small groups. To present the festival, students will need to work in a group of eight to ten.


Students begin this activity by exploring the history of oral tradition. If necessary, direct them to the Guided Tours on Legendary Heroes and Poetry and to these articles: "Legend," "Parable," "Folktales," "Homer," and "Epic." Also remind them to find articles on legends, folklore, literature, and writing. Students can also find information about the Ramayana in the Literature and Writing category.


You might suggest that students take notes as they read. Have them note the name of each storytelling form they encounter (legend, epic poem, fable, and so on) and write a brief definition or description of it. Students may want to consult a second source, such as the glossary of a literature anthology or textbook, to clarify their definitions.


Help students make connections between storytelling traditions of different cultures. For instance, ask them to think about how Greek myths are similar to Native American creation tales. (Both attempt to explain the origins of things in the natural world.)


Students will find a wealth of information about the history of literature and oral storytelling in the encyclopedia. In order to plan their storytelling festival, they will need to use additional resources to locate stories to feature. The public library or school library will undoubtedly offer numerous stories from which they may choose.


You may need to help students plan and organize the festival. Guide them in selecting stories that are of an appropriate length for reading aloud. Or, help them select excerpts from longer works they want to include. Students should time the storytellers as they practice and decide on a reasonable length for the entire performance. They might decide that 50 minutes is appropriate, with a ten-minute intermission.


If available, have students use presentation software to create their brochures. Students might enjoy tape-recording or video-taping the festival and donating the tape to the audio-visual section of school library as a resource for other students to enjoy.


Meeting Individual Needs


Younger Students - You may want to narrow the field of research for students in lower grades and have them focus on one or two types of stories, such as trickster tales or creation stories. Have students locate on a map or globe the countries in which the stories originated.


Students Acquiring English - Invite students to share stories that are part of their culture of origin. Students may wish to include one or more of these stories in the festival. Allow students acquiring English additional time to practice telling their stories orally.


Taking It Further


Have interested students compile the stories they collected into an anthology of oral literature. They should include a preface, a table of contents, and, if they wish, a brief introduction to each story in the book. Encourage them to use a word-processing and/or desktop publishing program to help them compile the anthology. Remind students that they must acknowledge the sources from which the stories originally came.


Have students compare a story from another culture or era with a modern story from a novel, play, television show, or movie. Encourage students to identify similarities and differences in how common themes are expressed, and to explore reasons for these similarities and differences.  





LITERATURE


� A Reading of World Poetry 


The poems of the Spaniard Federico García Lorca are filled with vivid symbolism, the theme of fate, and the concerns of Gypsies and country people. The poems of Li Po, who lived twelve centuries ago in China, will acquaint you with the Taoist view of life and remind you of the majesty of nature. In this activity you will plan a poetry festival that features the works of these and other great poets from around the world.


Completing the activity 


1. Poets from Different Countries


Use Encarta Encyclopedia to develop a list of poets whose work you might include in your reading. The encyclopedia's Guided Tour on Poetry will be particularly helpful in finding poets. Make a list of poets. Then look for articles on them by doing a search in the encyclopedia or browsing through the Writers and Poets category. Take notes that include each poet's nationality, the years in which he or she lived, excerpts from a well-known poem, and other significant information. Listen to any audio clips you discover, to hear different styles of recitation.


Try to find at least one poet from each of these regions: North America, Central America, South America, Europe, the Middle East, Asia, Africa, and India. The National and Regional Literature category will help you.


2. Select Poets


Select several poets whose works you'd like to include in your reading. Try to achieve a balance of male and female poets. Include poets whose works represent a variety of poetic forms.


3. Locate Books of Poetry


Locate books of poetry in your school library or public library. You might also be able to locate poems by poets you've selected in literature anthologies in your classroom.


4. Write a Program


Decide on the order in which the poems should be presented. Write a program that lists the titles of the poems you'll be presenting, the poets' names, and some brief information about them. You may also wish to include photographs of the poets from Encarta Encyclopedia, or original drawings.


5. Practice Reading Aloud


Decide which members of your group will read which poems. Choose one person to take the role of announcer. Hold a practice session in which each member reads his or her poem aloud. To get a sense of how to read poetry aloud effectively, use the encyclopedia's audio feature to listen to some poets read their work aloud.


6. Hold the Reading


Prior to the reading, distribute programs to audience members. Have the announcer introduce each reader, announce the name of the poem to be read, and say a few words about the poet. Be sure to have drinking water available for each reader, so everyone can read with a clear voice. After all readers have performed, you might invite members of the audience to discuss poems they found especially interesting.





� Teacher's Notes 


Long ago in many cultures, poetry was inseparable from music. Even the word lyric, which means "short poem," demonstrates poetry's link to musical expression. Lyric comes from lyre, a musical instrument of ancient Greece. Contemporary poetry is rich and diverse, varied in form and theme. The musical quality of poetry remains.


Activity Description


In this activity students organize an international poetry festival. They begin by finding poems by outstanding poets using Encarta Encyclopedia. They then broaden the scope of their reading by locating poets from other countries. They work in a small group to organize the reading, write a program for the performance, and conduct the reading.


Objectives


Learn about poets from different parts of the world and from different eras. (Literature, Multicultural Awareness)


Organize a poetry festival featuring poets from around the world. (Geography, Creative Thinking)


Recite poems to an audience. (Performing Arts, Speech) 


Completing the Activity


You may wish to have students research poets individually, and then have them organize and conduct readings in small groups. Have students begin by locating articles on famous poets by navigating the Guided Tour on Poetry, using the Find button, or browsing the Writers and Poets category in the encyclopedia. Suggest they take notes about the poets to include in the program for their reading. Students might also choose to listen to poems or poetry excerpts presented as audio clips in the encyclopedia. To ensure that the reading has an international scope, suggest to students that they look at articles in the National and Regional Literature category. When they find poets who interest them, they can look up their names in the Writers and Poets category. Explain that although a particular poet's name may not appear in colored text, a biographical article about him or her might still appear in Encarta Encyclopedia.


If students are organizing the reading in small groups, suggest to them that they designate roles for group members, such as organizer, program designer, and announcer. Students should also budget time to locate books from libraries, especially if they have to acquire books from other branches. Have students prepare programs using publishing software. They might want to decorate their programs with illustrations or photographs of poets from the encyclopedia.


Meeting Individual Needs


Younger Students - This activity is appropriate for students in younger grades. You might provide on the board a list of poets to research. Help students use Encarta Encyclopedia to find information about the poets and to listen to excerpts of poems.


Students Acquiring English - Have students work with English-fluent partners as they use the encyclopedia to find information about poets. Encourage students to read aloud favorite poems in their primary language and then read a translated version.


Taking It Further


Have students explore in Encarta Encyclopedia the use of poetry in other forms of aural expression, such as opera, drama, and music. Students may wish to create a multimedia presentation of their findings. 





SOCIAL SCIENCE


� A Book of Proverbs 


"A penny saved is a penny earned." "An empty wagon rattles loudest." "A bird in the hand is worth two in the bush." Simple sentences like these that illustrate larger truths about human nature or the workings of the world are called proverbs. Proverbs caution, instruct, and advise. They reflect the values and beliefs of the cultures that created them. In this activity you will collect proverbs from around the world and present them in a book of proverbs.


Completing the activity 


1. Collect Proverbs Using Encarta Encyclopedia


To begin your search, explore Encarta Encyclopedia's World Languages InterActivity. Read proverbs from several different countries and languages. Think about the meaning of each proverb and make a note of those you find especially useful, humorous, or unusual. Write down the proverbs you want to include in your book. Also note the language in which the proverb is presented. Locate the countries or regions where that language is spoken.


2. Collect Proverbs from Other Sources


Expand your list of notable sayings. Ask family members, friends, and acquaintances to share proverbs they know. If you know of any, add them to your list, too.


3. Organize Your Proverbs


Decide on a method of organizing the proverbs you have collected. For example, you might organize them geographically by region or by theme. All the proverbs that have to do with managing money could appear in one section; those having to do with romance or proper social behavior can appear in another section.


4. Plan Your Book


Decide what features your book should have. A title page, table of contents, and introduction are standard features you may want to include. Also decide how you will reference sources for the proverbs you have collected. Give the source of each proverb and, if possible, provide additional information about it. Also include a brief statement of what each proverb means. Here is an example of the information that might be included for a proverb:


"Three may keep a secret, if two of them are dead." �Source: Benjamin Franklin, Poor Richard's Almanack�Meaning: People who tell secrets are generally incapable of keeping them. 


5. Make a Book Map


It may be helpful to use a book map to help you plan to present your book of proverbs. A book map is a general layout of a book that shows what will appear on each page, and where the illustrations will be placed. Decide how many proverbs you will put on each page. If your book will be divided into sections, indicate on the book map where each section will begin and end.


6. Compile Your Book


With your proverb list and book map as a guide, you are ready to write your book. Type the proverbs and the sources from which they came. Include maps, humorous illustrations, or other graphic elements that will add to the book's visual appeal.


7. Create the Book


Put your book together, combining text, illustrations, and any other design features you have decided on. Also make a book cover out of a large sheet of paper or stiff cardboard. Illustrate the cover with a drawing or photograph.


8. Present Your Work


Display the finished book. Read aloud some of the proverbs you collected.





� Teacher's Notes 


Proverbs exist in nearly every culture and language. While some proverbs are attributed to a specific author, most develop over time as colloquialisms. A study of proverbs is an investigation of the values, beliefs, and ideals of the cultures that created them.


Activity Description


In this activity students collect proverbs from a variety of sources and compile them into a book of proverbs. First they explore the World Languages InterActivity in Encarta Encyclopedia and read proverbs from several different languages and countries. Next, they collect additional proverbs from family members, friends, and acquaintances. They then decide on a method of organizing their proverbs, decide what features to include in their books, and create a book map. Finally, they create their book of proverbs, accompanying each with a notation identifying its source and a brief statement interpreting its meaning.


Objectives


Read proverbs from different parts of the world. (Multicultural Awareness, Geography)


Interpret proverbs. (Critical Thinking, Philosophy)


Create a book of proverbs. (Art, Creative Thinking) 


Completing the Activity


Make sure students understand how to use the World Languages InterActivity. As students begin their investigation of proverbs around the world, guide them in interpreting proverbs and restating them in literal language. Point out that proverbs often make use of metaphors and other figurative language, and that some proverbs are challenging to interpret.


If students have difficulty collecting additional proverbs from family members and friends, direct them to these resources:


Poor Richard's Almanack by Benjamin Franklin


Bartlett's Familiar Quotations by John Bartlett


The Dictionary of Phrase and Fable by E. Cobham Brewer 


Two suggestions for organizing the proverbs students collect are suggested in step three of the activity. Encourage students to think of alternate methods of organizing their books.


As students create their book maps, have them look at books in the classroom and note where the title page appears, how a table of contents is put together, and where art appears. Also point out the convention used in numbering the pages of a book (right-hand pages have odd numbers; left-hand pages have even). If available, have students use a desktop publishing program to help them design and finish their pages.


Meeting Individual Needs


Younger Students - This activity is especially appropriate for students in lower grades. Younger students may need some assistance restating the proverbs in literal language.


Students Acquiring English - Because many proverbs use figurative or archaic language, students acquiring English should work with a partner on this activity. The partner should restate each proverb in literal language and then discuss its meaning with the student acquiring English. As a part of this activity, encourage students from other countries to share proverbs with which they are familiar.


Taking It Further


Challenge students to create original proverbs that express some of their observations about human nature, social life, or societal values.


Proverbs are philosophical observations. Suggest that interested students explore philosophers and their ideas using the encyclopedia. They can begin by reading the article "Philosophy, Western." Suggest that they continue their research by exploring the works of the ancient Greek philosophers and the German philosophers of the 18th and 19th centuries.


Students who enjoyed the figurative language they encountered in the proverbs may want to further explore the use of figurative language in poetry and literature. Guide them in exploring such topics as imagery, metaphor, simile, and personification.  





CREATIVE WRITING


� A Poem or Ballad About Nature 


Poetry is a means of self expression and a form of oral tradition. In this activity you will use Encarta Encyclopedia to explore a variety of poetic forms, and then write an original poem about nature using one of the poetic forms you have researched.


Completing the activity 


1. Think About Nature


Which aspects of the natural world are particularly appealing to you? Think about distinctive environments, seasons, particular plants and animals, and natural wonders. Make a list of topics that lend themselves to sensory description, such as cherry blossoms, falling snow, or the colors and smells of autumn.


2. Choose a Topic


When writing creatively, it's generally best to select a topic you are familiar with. You might choose to write about something you've encountered or an experience you've had in the natural world.


3. Read and Listen to Poetry


Each poetic form lends itself to certain purposes. For example, the traditional Japanese poetic form known as haiku is particularly suited for creating word pictures of moments in time. Use the encyclopedia to familiarize yourself with various forms of poetry. Explore Art, Language, and Literature in the Category menus. Take the Guided Tour on Poetry. In addition to reading about each poet's life and work, you'll be able to listen to some of their poems read aloud. Write a brief characterization of each form.


You may also wish to investigate other articles related to poetry, such as "Rhythm," "Rhyme," "Figure of Speech," and "Poetry."


4. Research Ballads


Narrative poems tell a story. The ballad is one form of narrative poetry. If you have decided to write about an experience, a ballad might be the best form for you to use. Begin by reading the "Ballad" article in Encarta Encyclopedia and listening to part of a ballad. One verse of the old English ballad "All Jolly Fellows That Follow the Plough" is featured as an audio selection in the article. Keep the following points in mind as you compose your lyrics:


Ballads are meant to be sung.


Most ballads are a series of quatrains, or four-line stanzas, that rhyme.


A refrain, or repeating lines or verse, is often a part of a ballad. Typically, it is used to emphasize the mood and tone of the ballad. 


5. Write a First Draft


After you have selected a poetic form, write a first draft of your poem or ballad. Try to follow the conventions of the form you've chosen.


6. Revise and Recite Your Poem


Evaluate the first draft of your poem or ballad. Think about how you might clarify its theme or sharpen your use of figurative language, rhyme, and other elements. Check to see that your poem follows the conventions of the form you've chosen. Then practice reciting the poem. You may want to recite it for a group of classmates. If you chose a ballad, consider putting it to music. You might use the tune of a well-known folk song, such as "The Streets of Laredo."


Extending the activity 


Browse through a poetry anthology and try to find a poem whose subject is the same as the subject in your poem. Write a paragraph comparing the two poems.





� Teacher's Notes 


Since prehistoric times people have infused language with rhyme and rhythm. In its earliest forms, poetry was recited orally in songs, chants, and stories. Before the age of written history, rhyme and rhythm also had a practical function; poetry helped people remember and preserve their oral traditions, thus making it possible to pass on long works from one generation to the next. Over the centuries a vast array of poetic forms developed, helping to create a rich literary heritage that includes the works of poets from all parts of the world.


Activity Description


In this activity students write a poem about nature. They begin by brainstorming topic ideas. They use Encarta Encyclopedia to explore poetic forms, listening to examples of a sonnet, a haiku, free verse, blank verse, and a ballad. They make notes about the characteristics of these various forms. They then choose a poetic form, write a poem using that form, revise the poem, and, if they wish, recite it for a group of classmates.


Objectives


Learn about poetic forms from different parts of the world and from different eras in history. (Literature, Multicultural Awareness, History)


Write a poem about nature utilizing the rules or conventions of a poetic form. (Creative Thinking, Creative Writing, Literature)


Recite the poem for an audience (optional). (Drama, Speech, Language Arts) 


Completing the Activity


This activity is most appropriate for students working individually, although some students may wish to work with partners as they revise their first drafts. Have students begin learning about poetic forms in the encyclopedia by navigating the Guided Tour on Poetry and researching articles in the Writers and Poets, Literature and Writing, and Music categories. Suggest they listen to excerpts of poems by such poets as Pablo Neruda and John Keats and investigate what makes particular poetic forms distinctive. Students can review ways to enrich their poems by reading articles such as "Rhythm," "Rhyme," and "Figure of Speech." Encourage students to use the Notemark feature to mark places that they wish to return to later.


Students may wish to use the word-processing feature as they compose and revise their poems. If students are revising their poems with partners, encourage them to exchange drafts and note the phrases that are particularly vivid and those that could be improved. To guide students in making revisions, you might have them consider these questions:


How do I want my audience to feel after listening to the poem?


Is the central message about my topic clear?


Is my use of figurative language original, accessible, and effective?


Have I followed the rules or conventions of my chosen poetic form? 


As students practice reciting their poems, remind them to speak clearly and to add dramatic interest by varying the tempo and volume.


Meeting Individual Needs


Younger Students - Help younger students each choose a topic in nature to write about. Next, have them compare two poetic forms: haiku and free verse. Then have students choose one of the two forms for their poem. 


Challenge Activity - Have students find an anthology of poetry in the library and compare and contrast two poems whose themes center around nature. Have students present their analyses to classmates.


Taking It Further


Have students further explore poetry in Encarta Encyclopedia. Encourage them to think about how poetry has been used in folklore, religious expression, music, and avant-garde movements. Students can create a bulletin board display of their favorite poets and poems. 
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