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MUSIC


� EMBED Word.Picture.6  ��� Musical Instruments from Around the World 


Since prehistoric times, people have used musical instruments. As different cultures intermingled, musical instruments were traded, bought and sold, copied, and adapted to suit different musical styles and traditions. In this activity you'll explore instruments from five regions of the world and prepare an oral presentation of your findings.


Completing the activity 


1. Explore Musical Instruments


To begin your exploration, read the Encarta Encyclopedia articles "Music" and "Musical Instruments." Then use the World Music InterActivity to learn about musical instruments from different parts of the world.


2. Make a Chart


List some examples of instruments from different regions of the world in a world instruments chart. Find at least one instrument from each region listed below. Include brief descriptions of the instruments' shapes and sounds. 


Africa 


Asia/South Pacific


South America/Caribbean


North America


Europe 


3. Research the Evolution of Instruments


Investigate how and why the instruments you have found were adopted by different groups around the world. Also trace the evolution of each instrument's shape, use, and sound. These questions can help guide your inquiry:


What family of instruments does this instrument belong to?


What instrument is it a descendant of?


How does it produce sound?


How is this instrument used? Does it have a religious or ceremonial purpose?


What different types of music is this instrument used in? 


4. Make a Display


Make a display that incorporates the information you've gathered. If possible, include photographs or illustrations of the instruments from Encarta Encyclopedia as well as a flag, map, or other graphic representation of the country or region of origin.


5. Record the Instruments


Make tape recordings of instruments you've chosen to focus on. Either tape-record audio clips from the encyclopedia or record from original sources, which are cited in the text that accompanies the clips.


6. Plan an Oral Presentation


Prepare an oral presentation of your material. Organize your notes in outline form on note cards. Have a partner turn your recordings on and off as needed so you can focus on your delivery.


7. Share Your Findings


Present your display, recordings, and oral presentation to a group of classmates. Afterward, invite your classmates to ask questions and share their experiences with any of the instruments you described.


Extending the activity 


Make a diagram that shows how an instrument is made. Include a list of materials and tools needed, the amount of time that might be required to make it, and the approximate cost. You may wish to consult an instrument repair store for guidance. 





� Teacher's Notes 


The oldest musical instruments are hollowed logs Paleolithic peoples used as drumming devices. The newest instruments are synthesizers, samplers, and other digital electronic devices. Traditional instruments typically are categorized into four groups: stringed instruments, keyboard instruments, percussion instruments, and wind instruments. All cultures produce music, although the sounds that are considered musically pleasing vary greatly.


Activity Description


In this activity students use Encarta Encyclopedia to explore the diversity of instruments from around the world. They begin by exploring 20 musical styles and 20 instruments associated with those styles in the World Music InterActivity. They then list instruments from different continents and create a visual and audio display that provides background on the instruments' sound, origin, and use. Finally, they plan an oral presentation in which they present their findings.


Objectives


Explore the history of musical instruments. (Multicultural Awareness, Music)


Create a display and make audio recordings of instruments from various cultures. (Art, Music)


Prepare and deliver an oral presentation. (Language Arts) 


Completing the Activity


Make sure students have access to a tape recorder, which they will need to record audio clips of different instruments. Also provide them with art materials with which to create their displays.


Students begin the activity by reading the "Musical Instruments" and "Music" articles in the encyclopedia. They should then investigate particular instruments discussed in the World Music InterActivity. Have students select at least one instrument from each region listed on the World Instruments chart. Have students tape-record from Encarta Encyclopedia or from other recordings examples of the instruments they researched. Remind them that each recording in the encyclopedia has an accompanying citation.


Students who need more guidance should focus their research on one group of instruments. For instance, they could choose idiophones, which are solid sonorous instruments such as drums, bells, and gongs. In their presentation, students could include gongs from Southeast Asia, congas of Afro-Cuban descent, steel drums from Trinidad, and cymbals from Turkey.


Have students print out from the encyclopedia graphics of the instruments they found to illustrate their display. They may also wish to print out maps, flags, or other graphics depicting where the instruments come from. Encourage them to be creative. Provide students with index cards on which they can outline their notes for their oral report. Also suggest they designate a classmate who can turn on and off the tape recorder on cue. Provide students with an opportunity to present their findings.


Encourage students to complete the extension activity.


Meeting Individual Needs


Students Acquiring English - Encourage students acquiring English to describe instruments popular in their native country. You may wish to pair students acquiring English with partners fluent in English. Have them create an illustrated glossary of new musical terms they encounter.


Challenge Activity - Have students research in the encyclopedia the history of musical theory, composition, and related musical topics.


Taking It Further


Have students explore how the voice is used in music throughout the world. Suggest they read articles in the encyclopedia such as "Arab Music," "Opera," "Afro-American Music," and "Folk Music." Have them examine ways in which vocal music is a reflection of the community that creates it.


Help students plan a performance in which they showcase their own musical talents and skills. Invite students to bring in instruments they play, perform favorite pieces of music, and talk about the experience of learning to play an instrument.  





MUSIC


� EMBED Word.Picture.6  ��� World Music on the Air 


Every culture on earth has music, and almost everywhere you travel you will encounter distinctive musical styles. Many great classical, jazz, and pop composers have gained inspiration and fresh musical ideas from music of other cultures. This activity will give you a chance to introduce your classmates to some unusual and wonderful sounds. You will develop an informational radio show in which you present a program of recorded music from various parts of the world.


Completing the activity 


1. Explore World Music


Encarta Encyclopedia includes brief recordings of a great many types of music from many cultures: sacred music, folk music, traditional music, popular music, and classical music. Explore the encyclopedia's Guided Tour on Musical Genres to find audio selections and sample musical forms from various regions. Also use the Pinpointer to locate more selections and information. Use Notemarks to mark types of music you like.


2. Choose Recordings


Make a list of samples of international music in the encyclopedia you think your classmates would find interesting. Choose six to eight samples to include in your program.


3. Learn About the Music and the Cultures


Read the material in the encyclopedia that accompanies the audio clips to learn how each type of music developed, what instruments are used to play it, and at what kinds of events the music is played.


4. Write a Script


Decide on an order in which to present the musical selections. Using your notes, write an informational introduction to each selection. Next, write a brief opening for your program. Then create an audio script that includes the opening, the introductions, and the listings of the musical selections you will present, all in proper order.


5. Record the Program


Use a portable tape recorder to record your program. Wait for a quiet time to do this. Read from your script in a natural voice. Be sure to speak clearly. Tape-record the music clips from Encarta Encyclopedia at the points indicated in your script.


6. Present the Program


Invite several classmates to listen to your finished program. Afterward, encourage your listeners to share their opinions of each type of music.


Extending the activity 


Stage a festival of world music at your school. Gather recordings of types of international music you like. (Many libraries lend recordings of music from other countries.) Also invite people in your community who play or sing music of other cultures to perform. (If there is a community center, a cultural center, or a music store in your community, you may be able to obtain names of individuals and groups whom you could invite to perform.) Work with a teacher or administrator to arrange a time and place for the festival. When you present the performers, be sure to introduce them by name. Also, be sure to introduce each recording by telling what type of music it is and where it comes from.


Consider becoming a performer of international music yourself. You might take a few lessons from a member of an international music group. Or, if you already play an instrument, you might learn a song from another culture, or experiment with playing music in a style that comes from another culture. 





� Teacher's Notes 


Music is universal in that it is a part of every culture on earth. It is particular in that the styles of music created by different cultures vary infinitely. Experiencing and learning to enjoy music from other cultures and nations is part of a multicultural education. It is also a joyful experience that can motivate students to explore other art forms from particular cultures, learn about the peoples and the regions from which favorite types of music come, and develop their own musical abilities.


Activity Description


In this activity students use Encarta Encyclopedia's Category menus and audio clips to sample styles of traditional and popular music from all parts of the world. They select styles they enjoy, write and record informative introductions about these styles of music, and record samples of those styles to present in an audio program featuring world music.


Objectives


Explore the breadth of traditional music styles. (Music, Multicultural Awareness)


Do research to learn about the cultural significance of various styles of music. (Multicultural Awareness, Geography, History)


Write and record introductions to musical selections. (Language Arts, Speech) 


Completing the Activity


Advise students to begin the project by exploring the Guided Tour on Musical Genres. Make sure students are familiar with how to use the encyclopedia's forward and backward arrows (accessible through the Browse Panel) to navigate through articles in the Music category. Also make sure students know how to click on the sound icon to make the music samples play. Encourage students to visualize instruments playing as they listen to the music samples.


Once students have identified styles of music they want to include in their program, they can use Encarta Encyclopedia to find out how each style developed, what instruments performers use to create that kind of music, and at what kinds of events the music is played. Students next use this information to write introductions to the pieces they have chosen, incorporate these into a broadcast script, and then record their program.


As students learn about various musical styles, encourage them to take notes using the word-processing feature of the encyclopedia.


Note that students will need a portable tape recorder, an audiocassette, and a quiet environment in order to record audio clips from the encyclopedia and their spoken introductions. Before students begin, review with them the proper operation of a tape recorder.


Meeting Individual Needs


Younger Students - This activity is appropriate for students in lower grades. Consider having students choose four selections rather than six to eight. Some students may also need help operating the tape recorder.


Students Acquiring English - Many students whose families have roots in other cultures will have recordings of the music of those cultures at home. Invite them to bring these to class and explain to other students how, when, and where this music is performed.


Taking It Further


Have students plan and tape-record a radio show featuring an in-depth presentation of one of the music styles they included in their broadcast. One or two students can play the role of disk jockey and announcer, and another student can be in charge of the music. Encourage students to include interesting commentary about the performers they feature.


Invite a professional musician to visit your classroom and talk about his or her work. Prior to the visit, work with students to compile a list of questions they would like to ask.  
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