Microsoft® Fine Artist





Who


Max


Max loves playing with words and writing stories. He and Maggie have all kinds of fun together. Max is hoping to be a world-famous writer.


Maggie


Maggie loves to draw pictures. She and Max are best friends. They team up to create fun stories. She draws the pictures, Max writes the stories! She wants to become a world-famous artist someday.


McZee


McZee has inspired famous artists and authors through time. Now he’s here to inspire you!


Where


Lobby


Want a quick overview? Check out the building map.


Going up? Take the elevator, or click the fire pole.


Want to visit the Gallery? Click the Gallery sign.


Drawing Tricks Floor


The place to find out some of McZee’s secret drawing tricks. 


Check out the picture on the wall. Each time you come here, the picture changes to show you my version of a great masterpiece. Did you now that many of the great artists learned by copying the masters who came before them?


Find out how Maggie and McZee learned to draw! Click “Basics.”


Ever wonder how to make flat pictures look like they have depth? Click “3-D.”


Project Floor


Maggie helps you make comic strips, buttons, stickers, and picture shows!


Create your own “Cowmic” strip! Type whatever you want in comic balloons. Draw your own characters, or use some of Maggie’s! There are some neat backgrounds you can use to get started. Fantastic!


Design a “Boa Consticker.” Make a button or sticker! Use them to decorate your notebook, or as name tags for parties or gifts. Make a button if you’re running for office!


Direct a “Pigture” show! Create your own picture show. Select the pictures you want. Then add sounds, motions, and words to tell a story. Invite family and friends to watch!


Painting Studio


Your own private art studio! Come here to draw or paint anything you want.


To start a new painting, double-click the blank canvas.


To work on your most recent painting (it’s hanging on the wall), double-click it.


Remember, you can always find all of your work in the portfolio. You’ll find the portfolio in the Flying Carpet Bag.


�
Gallery


Hang your paintings on the wall. Arrange your own art exhibit!


Try using one of Maggie’s paintings to get started. When you first enter the Gallery, you’ll see her paintings on the wall.


To open a painting, double-click it!


To put a new painting on the wall, drag it from the portfolio.


Portfolio – the place where you find all of your work (and everyone else’s too).


To get rid of a painting, drag it to the Recycle bin.


To print a picture, drag it to the Printer.


How


Paint Brush�Paint your picture! There are all kinds of different brushes to choose from!�
��
�
Paint Bucket�Fill an area with color and pattern. Hey! Some of these fills move!�
��
�
Sticker Picker�Add or make your own stickers. You can change a sticker, too! Check it out. Some of these move!�
��
�
Sound Picker�Attach sounds to stickers or words. If you have the right equipment, you can even record your own sounds.�
��
�
Words�Add words to your picture – comic or fancy.�
��
�
Undo Egg�Undo or redo the last thing you did! You know – in case you make a mistake or change your mind.�
��
�
Vacuum�Get rid of, copy, and move things.�
��
�
Transformers�Move, resize, or change which sticker or word is on top. You can also do other cool stuff, like flip and rotate stickers.�
��
�
Cool Drawing Tools�Use guidelines to help you draw. To learn more about them, take a trip to the Drawing Tricks floor.�
��
�
Printer�Use to print, of course!�
��
�
Flying Carpet Bag�There’s a whole bunch of stuff in here. For starters you’ll find the magic wand, portfolio, Maggie’s Magic hat, and McZee. If you need help or tips, get McZee out of the Flying Carpet Bag.�
��
�
�
48 Tips for Using Fine Artist


Start Fine Artist by double-clicking on its icon (hint: “double-click” means click twice really fast).


Want to get to the tools as quickly as possible? Mac® users: When you see the city, hold down the Command key and click the Enter sign. Windows® users: Hold down Ctrl and click the Enter sign.


“Drag” means to hold down the mouse button while moving the mouse. When you’ve finished dragging, let go of the mouse button.


Want help? Get McZee out of the Flying Carpet Bag.


Want a quick way to save your work? Hold down Command or Ctrl and press S. If there’s a power outage, saving ensures you’ll still have your work!


Need a fast way to quit? Mac users: Hold down Command and press Q. Windows users: Hold down Alt and press F4.


Can you find the brushes that make shapes – squares, circles, and triangles?


Check out the fire pole. How do you go up or down? What happens if you hold down command or Ctrl and click it?


Can you find the special bucket “fills” that move? For example, find the bears that dance or the water that moves.


Decorate a box with your pictures. Put a friend’s birthday present in the box!


Make a picture using only dots. Hint: Use different size round brushes. Did you know this is called pointillist art?


Can you find a way to swap one color for another? Hint: Use one of the buckets.


Draw the Big Dipper. Use one of the circle brushes to make the dots. Connect the dots using the Line brush. Make up your own galaxy!


Can you find out how to undo a mistake? Hint: Humpty Dumpty.


Hide your work from others! When you name your painting, if you start the name with an exclamation mark (!), no one else can look at your work.


Create your own map with special paint brushes that draw footprints, highways, and railroad tracks. Make a treasure map!


Attach musical sounds to stickers in your painting. “Play” the stickers. Can you make up a tune?


Make your own sketch pad and carry it with you wherever you go. Staple lots of white paper to the top right side of a file folder or piece of cardboard. Paste one of your “Fine Artist” pictures on the front.


Need a break? Click the Joker. Hint: Look for him in the Flying Carpet Bag.


Can you find a way to play the sounds and stickers in your picture? Hint: Look in the Flying Carpet Bag.


If you have the right equipment, a microphone that plugs into your computer, and a sound card, you can record your own sounds.


Make your own sticker. Add it to your very own sticker roll! Hint: To add a sticker to your roll, look under the Transformers.


Turn your picture into a poster. McZee will help you when you print.


Can you find a shortcut to go straight from the outside of the building to a floor? Hint: Hold down Command or Ctrl and click where you want to go.


Can you find a way to vacuum up paint from one area, then spit it out somewhere else?


Create your own jigsaw puzzle. Paste your picture onto a piece of cardboard. Then cut out the puzzle pieces.


Use your printed pictures as gift wrapping paper.


Can you find McZee’s story? Play it for a friend.


Can you find a map of the building besides the one in the Lobby? Use it to move from floor to floor. Hint: When you’re using the tools, click the number 2 at the bottom of your screen.


Make your own postcard. Hint: Some stores have plain postcards with a sticky front side. Cut you r picture so that it fits the postcard.


Draw a picture that shows how you met your best friend.


Can you find the roll of totem pole stickers? Put the stickers together to make up your own totem pole. Or draw your own totem pole from scratch!


Create a deck of cards! Paste your pictures on the back of an old deck of cards.


Can you find the special artist brushes – the watercolor, chalk, and crayon brushes? Use them to create a masterpiece!


Can you find the Wacky Track brushes? Use them to draw a border around your picture.


After you print your picture, make a frame for it. Use things you have around the house – like popsicle sticks, cardboard, backs of empty cereal boxes, and so on.


Can you find a way to make the elevator go right to a floor? Hint: Hold down Command or Ctrl and click the floor number.


Can you find a way to get to the Basement? Draw a picture of what you think if looks like with the lights turned on.


Can you find a way to switch one pattern for another? Hint: Check out the buckets.


Make a hanging mobile or ornament. Make a sticker and copy it. Flip the copy. Print the stickers, then cut them out. Put a piece of thread in the middle and glue the 2 stickers together. hang it from a wire hanger.


Make a cave painting. Pretend you have to tell your life story in pictures like the Egyptians did on tomb walls thousands of years ago. Hint: If you want, there are some Egyptian stickers you can use!


Mix paint colors! Paint using a solid color. Now, choose a pattern and a different color Draw over the area you just painted. The colors will blend to make a new color! Wow!


Make a collage with your printed pictures. Cut them into pieces and paste them onto construction paper or cardboard.


Can you find the wedge brushes (/) ? Use them for calligraphy, or to draw Japanese or Chinese characters!


Make a picture book. Print your pictures and put them in order so they tell a story. Staple them together.


Print your picture onto big sheets of sticker paper. You can order this paper from the Paper Direct catalog or call 1-800-A-PAPERS. Please ask your parents or teacher before you write or call!


Want to find out more about Max? You’ll find him in Creative Writer – a writing program you can use for your writing projects. Max can also help you make cards, banners, and newspapers!


To order this documentation in poster format, call: (USA) 1-800-426-9400 or (Canada) 1-800-563-9048.
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