How the Leopard Got Its Spots – Activity Guide





Hi!


Welcome to How the Leopard Got Its Spots, one of Rudyard Kipling’s beloved Just So Stories.


Starting


If this is the first time you have used How the Leopard Got Its Spots, you need to install the program on your computer. See the Setup Instructions in the front of the CD-ROM case.


Before starting How the Leopard Got Its Spots, make sure the CD is in the CD-ROM drive (in a caddy if needed) and your Windows Program Manager is open. Then, double click on the Rabbit Ears-Leopard icon in the Microsoft Kids program group.


Help!


P.J. Rabbit™ is your guide. Anytime you are lost or want a suggestion, just click on P.J.


The Story


To start the narrated story, click on the arrow in the lower right corner of the page.


To skip ahead before the story narration is over, just click on the sign “To Play Page.”


The Play Pages


After each section, the story will pause on a large picture. This is called a Play Page. On each Play Page, there are many places to click. See what happens!


At the bottom of the Play Pages, from left to right, you will find: the left arrow which takes you back to the previous Play Page; PJ’s Rabbit Hole; the Story Book; the rock which reveals the Hop-To screen to jump to any page or game, and the right arrow which lets you move ahead in the story. On some of the Play Pages, you will also find P.J.’s Game Bag.


The Story Book


Click on the book at the bottom of the Play Page to open the Story Book.


In the Story Book, click on a picture to read along with the story. Click on any word once to hear how it sounds. Click again on a colored word to find out what it means and see a picture or video.


Use the curly arrow to turn the page. To close the Story Book, click the book (that says “close”) at the bottom of the Play Page.


The Games


There are four fun games in the program.


Whenever you see P.J.’s purple Game Bag on the bottom of a Play Page, on the Hop-To screen, or in the Rabbit Hole, just click on it to open a game. Once the game is open, P.J. will tell you how to play.


The Rabbit Hole


Anytime you want, you can stop and go down the Rabbit Hole to P.J.’s home. There are lots of fun things to click on. Try them and see what happens. 


The picture above P.J.’s bed will let you “Hop to” any game or Play Page. Click on it, then click where you want to go.


Can you find the Big Books in P.J.’s home? Click on them for more fun and learning.


Once inside P.J.’s Big Book, try clicking on different pictures. To close P.J.’s Big Book, just click anywhere outside the book.


To Quit


Just click on P.J.’s computer down in the Rabbit Hole or press alt + f4.


For parents and teachers


The seven topic areas provide activities developed for children to use alone or in small groups as they explore the program. The activities help develop skills in information gathering, analysis, reading, listening, writing, and drawing. You will also find connections to art, music, literature, social studies, and science.


In Just for Fun, children are invited to go back into the program for fun and learning. In On Your Own, they are invited to read and explore beyond the program.


Hop to it!


�
The Art of Leopard Spots


“I don’t know where I got the idea, but from a very early age I wanted to be an illustrator.”


	— Lori Lohstoeter


Lori Lohstoeter painted the pictures for this story. She makes her living as an illustrator.


To draw this story, Lori did a lot of research. She read books about leopards. She learned about camouflage. She bought some little toy animals to see how they looked when they moved. She studied about Africa at a museum in New York City. At the museum, she made sketches of some of the things she saw, like an African grass hat and a mask made of wood. She also sketched an African face from a sculpture. That face became the Ethiopian.


Just for Fun!


Search for the video about Lori Lohstoeter. Play it to find out how she drew the Ethiopian.


Lori often carries a sketch book with her. She draws in it when she sees something that interests her. For this story, Lori drew and painted 200 pictures. First, she made tiny sketches, one picture for each line in the story. Then she spent one whole year drawing and painting them all.


On your own


Make some sketches to illustrate your own Just So Story. Choose your best sketch and turn it into a finished picture.


The next time you visit a museum or zoo, take a sketch book with you and draw what you see.


Animals! Animals!


Mr. Kipling talked about several different antelopes in the story. There are 150 species in all; most of them live in Africa. The smallest antelope, the East African dik-dik, is about 10 inches tall. The largest is the eland. It is about 6 feet tall. The bonte-buck and the bush-buck are also African antelopes.


On your own


Use an encyclopedia to learn about other antelopes. Can you find the addax, the gnu, the impala, the bongo? What’s the difference between a reindeer and an antelope?


The leopard is a member of the cat family. Can you discover the differences between a leopard, a panther, and a lion?


One animal in this story became extinct by 1886. Today, other animals in the Just So Stories are members of endangered species. Animals become endangered for many reasons. Sometimes the forests where they live are cut down, and they can’t get food. Other times, they are killed for their skins or tusks.


Just for Fun!


Click on the animal names in the story. Find which animal is now extinct. You can also click on the word “habitat” to find out what it means.


On your own


Find the January 1994 issue of Ranger Rick in your library. Read the story entitled “Animal Crimes, Animal Clues” to learn how scientists help solve wildlife crimes.


Sing a Story Song


“To know ourselves, we must follow in the footsteps of our ancestors . . . “


	— Joseph Shabalala


The South African choral group, Ladysmith Black Mambazo, sang the story of How the Leopard Got Its Spots. Some members of the group are: Joseph and Jocky Shabalala, Abednigo Mazibuko, Russell Mthembu, and Inos Phyngula.


Ladysmith Black Mambazo is an a cappella singing group. That means they use no instruments when they sing, only their voices. Their song about How the Leopard Got Its Spots is sung in their native language, Zulu.


Just for Fun!


See if you can hear these Zulu words as you listen to Ladysmith Black Mambazo sing the story.


abangani (friends)


ingwe (leopard)


mabalabala (spots)


On your own


Say the names of the members of Ladysmith Black Mambazo. One of them sounds a lot like the Zulu word for “spots!”


Singing about their culture is very important for the members of Ladysmith Black Mambazo. It is a way for them to help the children of South Africa learn about their history.


Instruments are also an important part of African music. They are often made of animal horns and tusks, gourds, and wood.


On your own


Can you find an old tin pail or an empty oatmeal box? Use some everyday things like these to make your own musical instruments. 


Make up a song about your family or your friends and use your “new” instruments to play along.


Just for Fun!


Find the game of musical concentration. How many matches can you make by listening to the words and melody sung by Ladysmith Black Mambazo?


A number of African instruments are hidden in the Play Pages. Look for some drums, horns, and a mbira which is also called a “thumb piano.” How many can you find?


Mr. Kipling


Rudyard Kipling, a world famous author and poet, wrote How the Leopard Got Its Spots. It is one of 12 tales about how the world began, called the Just So Stories. The book, Just So Stories, was first published in 1902.


Mr. Kipling was born in 1865 in Bombay, India. He was sent to England at the age of five, but he did not begin school until he was 12 years old. When he was 18, Kipling returned to India and be-came a newspaper journalist. Over his lifetime, he wrote 50 books and 500 poems. Kipling died in 1936, at the age of 71.


On your own


To see other Kipling stories, watch the video How the Camel Got His Hump and How the Rhinoceros Got His Skin. From Rabbit Ears Productions, 1-800-800-EARS.


Just for Fun!


Go into the Rabbit Hole to find some photographs of Mr. Kipling and another member of his family. Who is “Best Beloved?”


Rudyard Kipling lived in Vermont from 1892 to 1896. He gave his house a name, calling it Naulakha which means a jewel of India.


His two daughters, Josephine and Elsie, were born in Vermont. Josephine loved to listen to her father tell the stories of how things came to be. She would ask him to tell them again and again, “just so,” which is how they got their name.


On your own


You probably have some ideas of your own about how things came to be the way they are! Write your own Just So Story. Here are some titles to get your brain hopping, or you can make up your own:


How the Cat Got Her Purr


How the Ocean Got Salty


Why Only Men Have Beards


How Birds Learned to Fly


Just for Fun!


Mr. Kipling also illustrated some of the Just So Stories. Find his drawings in the Rabbit Hole. Then compare his drawing of the Baviaan with the ones that Lori Lohstoeter drew. What do you think the Baviaan looked like? 


Delicious Descriptions


Mr. Kipling loved to include strange sounding words in the Just So Stories. He invented a lot of the words by combining two words to make a new one.


On your own


Imagine a story about the weather. Make up your own invented words to describe sleet in the winter. Share them with your friends and read them out loud. Here’s one idea: think about how cold sleet is and the way it feels when it hits your face. Your description might be “the icy-slicy sleet.”


Just for Fun!


In the story, Mr. Kipling used these words to describe shadows in the forest:


speckly, sprottled, splashed, slashed


dotted, spotted, speckled, hatched


stripy, slippery-slidy, patchy-blatchy


Find the pages in the story where Kipling uses these delicious words. Read them out loud. How do they feel on your tongue?


Mr. Kipling used a lot of color words in the story. Remember the yellowish grass and the greyish-brownish-yellowish man? The ‘sclusively greyish-fawn zebra? The tawny from head to toe giraffe?


Just for Fun!


Find the place in the story where the Ethiopian tells the leopard that he sticks out like a sore thumb! Close your eyes and listen closely. Make a picture in your mind from the words. Can you see the sunflower and the fence? Which is dark and which is light? 


Draw your own picture of how it looks.


Kipling painted other kinds of pictures with words. What did the Ethiopian mean when he said that the leopard looked like a “bar of soap in a coal-scuttle?” Like “a sun-flower against a tarred fence?”


Hidden and Found


When a person or an animal looks like its background, it is called camouflage. Some creatures can change their coloring quickly, like the chameleon. Chameleons are reptiles that turn brown, green, or yellow to match their surroundings. They also have spots that can get darker or lighter.


Other creatures change their camouflage with the seasons, like the Alaskan snow grouse. In summer, its feathers are speckled with brown, gray, and yellow to match the plants on the ground. It gets a white belly when there is a dusting of snow on the ground. In winter, it turns completely white!


On your own


There are many books about chameleons. One good one is James Martin’s Chameleons: Dragons in the Trees. Read it to learn what makes the chameleon change its color.


Just for Fun!


There is a chameleon hidden in each Play Page. Sometimes you will have to look very closely to find it. Click around the pages to find what zany things this chameleon does.


In this Just So Story, the zebra, giraffe, koodoo, and eland all moved to the forest so they would not be eaten by the leopard and the Ethiopian. When the animals became camouflaged, the leopard and the Ethiopian got very hungry indeed!


Sometimes people use camouflage too. How do hunters dress when they are hunting in the forest? What do armies wear when they are training in the jungles? In the deserts?


On your own


Pretend you are a photographer trying to take a picture of a bird in the jungle. What would you wear to be hidden from view? Draw a picture!


Just for Fun!


Find the camouflage game near the end of the story. What happens when you make all the characters the same color as their background?


Now color the animals so the Ethiopian and the leopard can easily find them and enjoy dinner!


Africa!


Africa is the second largest continent. It has very large deserts, great grassy plains, jungles, and forests. More than 600 million people live in Africa today. Most of them live south of the Sahara Desert.


In Kipling’s time, all black-skinned people living south of the Sahara were called Ethiopians. Today, the country where the story takes place is called South Africa.


In 1994, all of the people in South Africa were allowed to vote for the first time. Nelson Mandela was elected President.


On your own


Use your library to learn more about Africa. Check out Maya Angelou’s new picture book, My Painted House, My Friendly Chicken and Me.


Just for Fun!


Go into the Rabbit Hole and watch the video about South Africa. Why was Mr. Mandela’s election so important?


Use the Story Book to learn more about Africa. Be sure to click on “aboriginal,” “Ethiopian,” “South Africa,” and “veldt.” Can you find the photo of the acacia tree?


Mancala is the oldest known board game in the world. People played it three thousand years ago in Africa and Mesopotamia.


On your own


You can make your own mancala board. Use the bottom of a cardboard or plastic egg carton for the 12 containers. Put a small cup on each end to hold the pieces you win. Use any small objects as the game pieces.


Just for Fun!


Go into the Rabbit Hole to learn more about mancala. Play the game with the computer or with a friend!


What are some of the other names for mancala? Use the Big Books to find out.


The name “mancala” means “to move.” Like checkers and other board games, the goal of mancala is to capture your opponent’s game pieces. You can use marbles, stones, dried beans or other small objects as game pieces.
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