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The software acquired through the Microsoft Partnership Program is being utilized with inservice teachers in a graduate course this spring. The course is designed to introduce inservice teachers to various types of software and to assist them in designing instruction around various software packages. This spring we are using the CD ROM packages supplied by the program to develop learning activities. The inservice teachers in the class are working in grade level and/or subject matter groups to develop instruction activities with the packages such as Microsoft Encarta, Musical Instruments, and Dinosaurs. Most of these teacher have not had the opportunity to work with the CD ROM medium and are very excited about the possibilities that they are discovering for using this medium in their classrooms. The projects they are working on will be presented at the end of the semester and will be included on the CD that is to be pressed at the completion of the project.


In the fall, Microsoft Works will be the center point of a restructured class for undergraduate and graduate students. Students in the course will design instructional activities using the various components of Works. These teaching materials will also be included on the CD produced at the completion of the project.


Contact: Dr. Mary Jane Ford
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Xavier University of Louisiana 








The major objectives of Project Microsoft were: 1) To provide education majors with knowledge, skills, and abilities in the use of technology in the classroom; 2) To increase the number of students with exposure to a variety of available Microsoft software designed to enhance the learning and the teaching process; 3) To demonstrate the role of technology in the management of a classroom; and, 4) To disseminate information on the use of technology and Microsoft software in the classroom through conferences, workshops and publications.


The following activities were accomplished to complete the objectives:


Creative Writer was used in the course - Organization and Management of Early Childhood Education. A demonstration of the software was provided. Students were encouraged to include Microsoft titles in their thematic units under the heading of Resources.


Microsoft Encarta was demonstrated in the course Child Psychology to acquaint Xavier students with the topics included under the headings of Fertilization and Genetics. Graphics were particularly helpful. Encarta '95 was demonstrated in the course Methods and Materials for Early Childhood Education. The headings under Preschool and Headstart were examined.


Microsoft Bookshelf was demonstrated in the course Organization and Management of Early Childhood Education as an asset in using references to construct thematic units.


In/Out of the Classroom with Microsoft Works was utilized in the course Methods and Materials for Early Childhood Education. The practice examples were especially helpful in understanding the creation of formulas to achieve a student and class average. The creation of a news letter was a fun activity. Students were fascinated with the variety of clip art available. Activities worked best by providing each student with a computer with the professor at an LCD panel with overhead projection. Students with limited knowledge of computers were able to follow directions with a minimal level of frustration.


Microsoft Art Gallery, Fine Artist were used by professors with individual student(s) who had deficit areas on the National Teacher Exam. Students were able to independently work with software with limited instruction.


Microsoft Dinosaurs, Microsoft Dangerous Creatures, Microsoft Ancient Lands - This Software was utilized in the course Special Methods - Social Studies to acquaint students with software that will support objectives for the social studies curriculum. It was suggested that the software should contain a list of specific educational objectives that are met by using the software. This would facilitate integration of the software into the curricula. Dangerous Creatures and Ancient Lands, Windows availability only, was not utilized as often as Dinosaurs because of the faculty preference and more availability for Macintosh equipment.


Microsoft Musical Instruments was utilized in the Music Appreciation course. The instructor was particularly impressed with the illustrations and accompanying music of the instruments of yesteryears.


Multimedia Composer Series - Multimedia Beethoven, Stravinsky, Schubert, Strauss and Mozart were not utilized with the frequency of Musical Instruments. This is attributable to the Windows format for the software. Computer labs with IBM equipment are available but scheduling is sometimes difficult. Some of the faculty members seem to be more comfortable with Macintosh software and equipment.


Microsoft Cinemania was utilized in the Introduction to Special Education class to demonstrate some movie characters that displayed evidence of behavioral disorders.


Microsoft Powerpoint was utilized to create multimedia presentations by one faculty member for Foundations of Education. Many faculty members do not seem to be comfortable yet with creating their own multi media presentations. The time for construction is a serious consideration. Several faculty workshops on the use of Powerpoint were held by the staff of the Center for the Advancement of Teaching.


Microsoft Explorapedia was used in the methods class - Special Methods - Social Studies. The graphics were beautiful. The commands from Tad's frogship were difficult to understand. The commands require excellent auditory sequential memory skills, particularly when four or five instructions are given. The commands would be beyond the scope of understanding of a 6 year old. It was also difficult to get an immediate response from questions posed about the savannas.


The Microsoft Teacher Education Partners software has been an asset to faculty members in acquainting students with the role of instructional technology in enhancing curricula.
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