EXHIBIT 8 – GLOBAL LEADERSHIP

MICROSOFT RESEARCH: INVENTING THE FUTURE

Computers that speak, see, and learn.

Computers that help you find what you want and get what you need.

Computers that are easy to program and that repair themselves.

Although Microsoft’s world-class researchers grapple with long-range issues in computer science and human-computer interaction, they also have the unique opportunity to see their ideas transformed into reality. By constantly collaborating with development and product teams, researchers integrate their visionary ideas into new and better products.  

[Here are a couple fast facts that we would like to communicate but not make part of the narrative.]

Established in 1991, Microsoft’s global think tank includes more than 500 distinguished scholars and scientists. Microsoft Research has labs in Redmond, San Francisco, Cambridge (UK), and Beijing (China).
“I like to think of our work as a balance of wild imagination and solid realism.”

Andrew Glassner

Researcher

“Almost no matter what you do, you could do it better with some help from a very smart computer that understood you.”

Eric Horvitz

Researcher

MICROSOFT GIVING

Discovering the future in you.

We at Microsoft are passionate about giving – as a company and as individuals around the world who want to make our communities better places to live. Our giving is based on a simple belief: Give people the resources they need, and they can accomplish great things.

· Microsoft contributed nearly $9.9 million in cash and more than $35 million in software to human-service agencies last year.
· Microsoft employees donated $12.6 million in cash, $12.7 million in software, and countless volunteer hours during 1999.
Accessibility: Technology for everyone.
For someone with a disability, computer technology can make the difference between being isolated and being part of the community.  

As an industry leader, Microsoft is committed to developing products, technologies, and services that meet the needs of people with physicalchallanges. For more than a decade, our Accessibility and Disabilities Group has been incorporating accessibility features in all Microsoft products. Here are just a few examples: 

· People with vision impairment can modify their screens to make text and images larger and higher in contrast.

· People with manual dexterity limitations can bypass the mouse and navigate on the numeric keypad. 

· People with hearing impairments can use programs that provide visual cues, such as a flashing toolbar, or that display spoken messages as text.

MICROSOFT’S BIGGEST COMPETITOR? 

When Bill Gates warned about software piracy in 1976, he probably never anticipated it would grow into a multibillion-dollar problem. 

Software pirates have many faces: international crime rings with terrorist links, Web sites offering “warez” (the Internet code for illegal software), businesses looking for deals, kids who share software, and their parents, who would not condone shoplifting but ignore stealing software.

At Microsoft, we are committed to fighting the war against global software piracy. We sponsor educational programs for consumers and industry professionals, develop national campaigns against disreputable businesses that sell illegal software, and team with local and international law enforcement agencies to pursue manufacturers of counterfeit software.  

Fast Facts 

· By 2008, piracy will cost more than 175,000 jobs in the United States. 

· Up to 60 percent of the software offered on U.S. and European Internet auction sites is counterfeit. 

COUNTERFEIT SOFTWARE

Most people first suspect that they have purchased a counterfeit mouse when it stops working -- the counterfeits have an estimated failure rate of greater than 40 percent compared to 1 percent for a genuine Microsoft mouse.

Can you guess which is the genuine Microsoft Mouse? It is the one on the left.

PROTECTING CONSUMERS

Consumer Privacy and Safety

Microsoft places a high priority on protecting consumer privacy on the Internet. As an industry leader, we believe it is our responsibility to put people in control of their personal information and to make the Internet a safer place to get things done. 

