MS@25 Timeline Revisions

Life Before PCs

Early 1970’s
Watching world events unfold on television.  Soaring in airplanes above the clouds.  Machines that can process information faster than humans can think.  At one time, it was all science fiction.

In  1946 the University of Pennsylvania introduces the first all-electronic, general-purpose computer.  At more than 50 feet long, 30 feet wide, and weighing almost 30 tons, this computer  cost $486,804.22!

A small and affordable computer that anyone can use?  Its hard to imagine.

The PC Revolution Begins

The mid-1970’s
By 1975 there is a new hobby being explored in garages: microcomputers. These early personal computers (PCs) are not much more than kit-assembled metal boxes that perform basic math and simple games.   

Two young men, with dreams of bringing computers to life, develop a software application that makes the power of the PC useful and accessible for everyone.  Using the Altair 8800, Bill Gates and Paul Allen develop the first programming language, and begin an extraordinary, history-making journey. 

PCs Take Off

The 1980s
By the early 1980s, personal computers increase in popularity and become a billion-dollar business. Microsoft’s creation of operating systems, programming languages, applications and games enable major computer companies like Apple and IBM to enter schools, homes and businesses. More capable, efficient PCs are no longer limited to hobbyists in garages, but can be found in offices and homes, helping people transform the way they work and live.     

By the end of the decade there are more than 90 million PCs worldwide, and Microsoft’s vision of a PC on every desk and in every home is fast becoming a reality.

The Windows Era Opens
The Early 1990s

Microsoft’s momentum continues to build. With the creation of Windows 3.0, an easy to use and highly functional operating system, millions of people discover the empowering abilities of personal computers

In 1995, Microsoft’s much-anticipated Windows 95 became one of the best-selling software products in history.  Its success helps move the PC into more than 250 million business, homes, and schools around the world.

The Internet Explodes

The late 1990s
The world goes online. Between 1994 and 1999, Internet use soars from 3 million to more than 200 million users. Microsoft increases its commitment to built upon the power and capabilities of the PC by embracing the Internet.  

The end of the 1990s sees a significant rise of portable, handheld devices that allow users the freedom to remain connected any place and anytime. A new digital world has arrived and the emerging technology affects every aspect of how we live, work, learn, and play. 

The Future 

Beyond 2000

We’re still in the very early stages of the personal computer revolution. That may seem hard to believe because we’ve already seen so much happen.

As the next 25 years unfold, Microsoft looks forward to coming up with ideas and technologies that will enable people to do anything they can possibly imagine.  The best is yet to come!
