A Discussion with Bill Gates

Bill Gates keynoting the 9th annual West Coast Computer Faire in 1984

Speaking about the beginning of Microsoft and the early evolution of the PC industry

Patty Stonesifer, former vice president of the Interactive Media Division also known as the Consumer division

From Stonesifer's oral history with the Microsoft Museum, December 6, 1996.

Speaking about the evolution of the Microsoft product lines and customer base from technical users to business to consumer, particularly the success of the business application businesses like Excel and Word.

Bill Gates at Internet Strategy Workshop, December 7, 1995

This clip is from a speech at an analyst and press briefing focused on describing Microsoft's Internet strategy.  Microsoft was perceived as late in recognizing the impact of the Internet, but this event clearly demonstrated that Microsoft was going to be very focused on embracing and extending the power of the Internet into all of Microsoft's products.

Bill Gates and Brad Silverberg at the Windows 95 launch, August 24, 1995

The Windows 95 product marked a major milestone for the company, taking the product a huge leap forward in usability and features, and also was one of the most celebrated and successful product launches in history.

Lisa Brummel on the major Microsoft Consumer Division Milestones.

From Brummel's oral history with the Microsoft Museum, February 28, 2000.

Brummel outlines the major milestones in the evolution of Microsoft's consumer business.

Moshe Dunie on the creation of Windows NT (now Windows 2000)

From Dunie's oral history with the Microsoft Museum, February 8, 1999

Development of Windows NT 3.1 (the first version) stretched from 1989 until its release in 1993, and still the product did not gain immediate acceptance.  Dunie describes the challenge and monumental achievement of creating a new enterprise operating system "from scratch."

Scott Oki, former Vice President, U.S. Sales and Marketing

From Oki's oral history with the Microsoft Museum, January 6, 1998.

Oki describes Bill Gates's realization that Microsoft had to commit resources to developing a graphical user interface, which ended up being Microsoft Windows 1.0, and the Microsoft characteristic of persistence and taking a long-term approach.

