PEOPLE AND CULTURE

WHAT IT’S LIKE TO WORK HERE
Microsoft’s legendary corporate culture is almost as famous as its software. Where else do employees play ping-pong in lobbies adorned with valuable art, sometimes work all night, never wear ties, plan outrageous pranks, and throw their managers into Lake Bill? There is no other company quite like Microsoft.

GET SERIOUS! EMPLOYEE PRANKS
Planning and executing elaborate practical jokes is a hallmark of Microsoft’s culture. Which of these Microsoft pranks gets your vote for being the most outrageous?  

Don Schmitt’s coworkers welcome him back from a three-month stint at Microsoft’s Australian subsidiary by completely filling his cubicle with 10,000 soda cans. 
Cluck! Cluck! Colleagues transform Amy Hagstrom’s office into Old MacMicrosoft’s farm, complete with a live rooster, a horse and a mouse. 

When Rodney Bryan takes a three-week vacation to get married, his “friends” raise the floor in his office to window level.   Here they’re putting the finishing touches on this remarkable remodel. 

The Y2K bug strikes Gerrit Bergsma’s office on New Year’s Eve.  Check out the clock. 

Isn’t changing diapers enough? When Jean-Claude Paget takes infant care leave, the testers on his team turn his office into a bathroom.  

MICROSPEAK
Did you just blow a buffer?

Microsoft employees have their own language. It is not just acronyms and high-tech buzzwords, but a vocabulary that is unique to Microsoft. Can you figure out what these words mean?
Death march
The final phase of product development when people work long days and weekends, sleep on couches, and eat catered meals.

Drink from a fire hose 

Getting overwhelmed with the amount of information being presented.

Black hole
A project that is going to take a huge amount of effort, time, and resources.

Glazing
Sleeping with your eyes open, a popular pastime at conferences and early morning meetings. 

Blow a buffer


Losing your train of thought.

Plug and play


A new employee who does not need any training.

Eat your own dog food

Using a product you have developed.

Bandwidth


The amount of time or brain cells available for handling a task.

Code Warrior
A developer; a writer of code; the building block of traditional Microsoft success.

Flame Mail


Rude electronic mail.
