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There is a great deal of interest in Microsoft SQL Server. Because many of the questions we receive follow similar themes, we’ve prepared this factsheet as an aid to understanding Microsoft’s growing SQL Server business.


Microsoft’s investment in SQL Server dates back 7 years to 1987.  The first Microsoft SQL Server product, a software development kit for OS/2®, was first released in 1988.


According to IDC, in a few years Microsoft SQL Server had become the largest-selling DBMS by a wide margin on the OS/2 platform, holding some 49.1% of the total market in 1992 (Oracle had the next largest share at 14%).  (IDC expects Microsoft to emerge as the early leader in the Windows NT Advanced Server market as well.)


Today, based on annual license revenues, Microsoft is the world’s second largest database and development tools company.  Microsoft’s combined database and tools software license revenues (from SQL Server, Microsoft Access®, FoxPro®, and Visual tools) are exceeded only by Oracle among database vendors.


We often get questions like “who develops SQL Server?” Microsoft and Sybase have long cooperated on SQL Server development. In fact, since that first product in 1988, Microsoft has taken on more and more development responsibility for SQL Server: first with administration tools, then client APIs, then networking components, and finally the core engine itself.  The redesign and reengineering to put  Microsoft SQL Server on the Windows NTtm operating system was done entirely in Redmond by Microsoft engineers.


People often ask why Microsoft chose to use the “4.2” version number for SQL Server on Windows NT since it is a brand new implementation and not a simple port of any existing 4.2 code base.  (About 60% of the engine is all new and reengineered to achieve better performance, scalability and integration with the operating system, such as using “native” Windows NT threads).  In fact, the “4.2” version number is used to indicate compatibility with Microsoft SQL Server for OS/2, a strict design goal.  The two products are so compatible that you can ‘dual-boot’ the server with either OS/2 or Windows NT and run either version of Microsoft SQL Server against the same database. 


Since it shipped last September, Microsoft SQL Server for Windows NT has garnered more than 10 significant industry awards, including being selected “Client-Server Database Product of the Year” by Infoworld magazine, one of the “Best Software Products of 1993” by PC Week Labs, and “Database Server of the Year” by LAN Magazine.  Microsoft SQL Server also has been recognized as “best” by customers in winning Readers’ Choice awards in Data Based Advisor and Paradox Informant magazine.


In addition, Microsoft SQL Server, running on Compaq hardware, recently established a new price/performance record of 226 tpsB ® at a cost of $441 per transaction.  Remarkably, the only platform on which a faster SQL Server number has been published is on a $4 million VAX®.


Microsoft develops and sells a family of products for SQL Server.  A partial list of these includes: Microsoft Open Data Services, SQL Object Manager, SQL Administrator, SQL Transfer Manager, SQL Bridge, SQL Server Programmer’s Toolkits, Embedded SQL for COBOL, ODBC drivers, etc.


Often customers ask us how they can be assured of interoperability between Microsoft and Sybase products.  Basically, the two companies share a common communications architecture called Tabular Data Stream (TDS), a Sybase/Microsoft protocol that allows client and server products to communicate regardless of operating system platform, server release, or network transport.  Support for a common TDS protocol assures that Microsoft and Sybase products freely interoperate on mixed networks.  Although TDS evolves, servers and clients “negotiate” the TDS level at connect time to ensure that they are both speaking the same “dialect.”  This ensures backward compatibility when new products are released.


As an example of this, Microsoft and Sybase share the development for the DB-Library API.       Microsoft is the primary developer of DB-Library for the MS-DOS®, Windowstm, OS/2 and         Windows NT operating systems, while Sybase is the primary developer for UNIX®, VMS® and Macintosh® operating systems.  


Microsoft SQL Server includes many unique features as well as many in common with the latest Sybase versions. For example, Microsoft features include Symmetric Server Architecture, extended stored procedures, integrated security, visual server administration, database messaging (MAPI), graphical setup/install, in-RAM temporary tables, scheduled backup, automated server restart, protected user contexts, dynamic network protocol support, etc.  Features such as negotiated packet size, log threshold management, performance monitoring, etc., are available both in Microsoft SQL Server and in SYBASE® SQL Server 10 for UNIX.


We are often asked how many users can be supported by Microsoft SQL Server on Windows NT.  The answer is: it depends on the hardware configuration and what people are doing. However, it is now possible to support concurrent usage levels that would stress even some mainframes.  For example, Microsoft SQL Server has been stress tested under load with over 1,000 simultaneous users.  One production call-tracking system handles more than 900 concurrent users under real-world conditions.


Did you know the name “SQL Server” was first used by Microsoft in 1988?  (Before, the product had been known as “DataServer.”)


Microsoft’s Premier Support offering is designed to support all major components in a client-server architecture (OS, network, DBMS, tools), and includes features such as 7x24, hot-site escalation, guaranteed 4-hour response, emergency bug fixes, designated engineers, etc.  Microsoft’s support for SQL Server is consistently rated as excellent by those who use it, including MIS personnel in Fortune 500 companies.


Microsoft SQL Server runs out of the box across more than 2,800 hardware platforms supported by Windows NT Advance Server, including systems based on Intel®, MIPS®, and Alpha AXP processors.  


Although over 80% of new SQL Server sales are already on Windows NT, Microsoft continues to sell and support SQL Server on OS/2 2.1.  In fact, last December we released a significant upgrade, 4.2B, with new tools such as SQL Object Manager.














Microsoft, Microsoft Access, MS-DOS and FoxPro are registered trdemarks and Windows and Windows NT are trademarks of Microsoft Corporation.  TPC and tps-b are registered trademarks of the Transaction Processing Performance Council.
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