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Microsoft Makes SQL Server 6.0 Beta Available �To More Than 2,500 Customer Sites Worldwide�Free Upgrade Promotion Helps Customers Move Easily to Microsoft SQL Server 6.0





	REDMOND, Wash. — March 21, 1995 — Microsoft Corp. announced today it has made the Microsoft® SQL Server™ version 6.0 beta for the Windows NT™ operating system available to more than 2,500 customer sites worldwide.  The product includes all-new database technology finely tuned to meet the needs of customers who are deploying distributed �client-server business solutions.  Microsoft also announced today that customers who license Microsoft SQL Server version 4.21a for Windows NT Server after March 15, 1995, will receive �a no-charge upgrade to Microsoft SQL Server 6.0 when it becomes available. 


	 “We’ve worked closely with our customers and partners to deliver an architecture tested against the real-world requirements of distributed computing,” said Jim Allchin, senior vice president of the business systems division at Microsoft.  “With the beta release of Microsoft SQL Server 6.0, we are delivering a feature-rich database platform that supports the requirements of new, flatter organizations that are streamlining business processes by moving information processing closer to users.”


	The 2,500-site beta test includes customers, developers, VARs and Solution Providers. This is the fourth beta release of the Microsoft SQL Server 6.0 software, which has been undergoing testing at 250 sites since October 1994.  The scope of the release matches the broadening audience for distributed client-server computing.


	“This is one of the largest beta programs ever conducted in the database industry,”  said Gary Voth, group product manager at Microsoft.  “In just three weeks after opening the site nomination process, we received requests from more than 2,300 customers.  The beta is feature-complete and is being provided to customers to help them evaluate new functionality and plan migration strategies.”


Microsoft SQL Server 6.0 Technology


	Microsoft SQL Server 6.0 is the first relational database management system (RDBMS) designed specifically to meet the demanding requirements of distributed client-server applications.  It addresses specific customer requirements for the following:


Reliable distributed data and transactions.  Built-in data replication provides a reliable way to distribute critical business information throughout an enterprise to improve information access and reduce risk of downtime.  An intuitive drag-and-drop interface makes replication easier to configure and manage.  These features are available to customers without the purchase of add-on software.


Central control over distributed servers.  Microsoft SQL Server 6.0 includes a comprehensive framework for managing distributed servers.  SQL Enterprise Manager, formerly code-named “Starfighter,” enables administrators to manage groups of servers from a single console, with powerful scheduling services for unattended remote operations — a graphical way of working that reduces training and administration costs.


Increased performance and scalability.  A new parallel database architecture significantly increases performance and scalability on leading hardware. Database operations such as scan, load and index are done in parallel to improve response time and throughput.  High-speed parallel backup enables customers to manage much larger databases in Microsoft SQL Server 6.0.


Rich desktop integration.  Microsoft SQL Server 6.0 integrates with key desktop technologies to improve data access and end-user productivity.  Support for OLE Automation, Visual Basic® programming system scripting, open database connectivity (ODBC) scrollable cursors in the engine, and an extended MAPI interface for mail-enabled queries provides unparalleled connections from the desktop.  Distributed security provides a single logon to network and database.


Open interoperability and support for standards.  Microsoft SQL Server 6.0 conforms with the ANSI SQL standard for application interoperability and provides open client- and server-interfaces to a wide range of enterprise applications and data.


Customer Praise for New Microsoft SQL Server 6.0


	Beta customers and partners are praising Microsoft SQL Server 6.0, which is finely tuned to meet new business needs for distributed computing environments.  “We’ve worked with Microsoft to help ensure that Microsoft SQL Server 6.0 takes advantage of the power, scalability and reliability of Digital’s server systems,” said David Flawn, director of Windows NT product marketing at Digital.  “We believe, as evidenced by the current high level of Microsoft SQL Server acceptance on our platforms, that this combination is a superior, cost-effective solution for customers moving to distributed, client-server computing.” 


	David Greenberg, president and CEO of Emed Systems of Maitland, Fla., a vertical solutions developer of ambulatory health-care information systems, gives high marks to Microsoft SQL Server 6.0 for scalability.  “When we were approached by the Orlando Health Care Group to deliver a comprehensive suite of clinical, financial and administrative applications for its 100 physicians and 10 clinics serving 100,000 patients, we knew that scalability would be important in enabling them to meet their goal of serving over half a million patients in the next five years,” said Greenberg.  “We selected Microsoft SQL Server 6.0 and the Microsoft BackOffice family of products as the basis for this enterprisewide health-care solution because of its ability to scale well across large numbers of distributed sites.  The robustness of the Microsoft SQL Server replication architecture, the ability to remotely manage the system from a central site, and integration with the rest of the Microsoft BackOffice platform were the key reasons.”


	EMed designed a fully distributed architecture for Orlando Health Care that accommodates scalability through incremental horizontal growth rather than a centralized monolithic host.  As its medical group clients grow, the company just adds additional inexpensive Microsoft BackOffice servers in each medical clinic.  This architecture allows Orlando Health Care to keep critical patient data in each clinic where it is most used and needed.


No-Charge Upgrade Allows Customers to Move Easily to Microsoft SQL Server 6.0


	Also today, Microsoft announced a no-charge upgrade promotion for Microsoft SQL Server to make it easy for customers to move to Microsoft SQL Server 6.0.  Customers who purchase the current version, Microsoft SQL Server 4.21a, between March 15, 1995, and the date Microsoft SQL Server 6.0 ships can receive a no-charge upgrade to Microsoft SQL Server 6.0 when it becomes available.  The program also allows Microsoft SQL Server for OS/2® customers who upgrade to the current product for $149 within the same window of time to receive Microsoft SQL Server 6.0 at no additional charge.


	Founded in 1975, Microsoft (NASDAQ “MSFT”) is the worldwide leader in software for personal computers.  The company offers a wide range of products and services for business and personal use, each designed with the mission of making it easier and more enjoyable for people to take advantage of the full power of personal computing every day.
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