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“Links® 2003”

Fact Sheet 

What:
“Links® 2003”

Publisher:
Microsoft® Corp.

Developer:
Microsoft Game Studios

Format:
CD-ROM for Windows® 98, Windows Me, Windows XP and Windows 2000 operating systems  

Availability:
Fall 2002

Product

Overview:
“Links 2003” delivers the most realistic golf experience for the PC. The newest version of history’s best-selling golf series features six all-new championship courses, giving golfers more realistic control over every shot with the all-new real-time swing. Players can create their own character and play against some of the hottest pros in a professional career, or design their dream course with the Arnold Palmer Course Designer and share it online. 
Key New Features:




 The most detailed golf environments possible—“Links 2003” features a powerful graphics engine producing photorealistic graphics. Grass, sand, water and other textures are rendered in amazing detail. Shadows add more depth to each scene, and a dynamic “snap” camera lets players see their shots from several perspectives. Immersive 3-D positional audio, authentic ball physics and terrain generated from actual GPS data renders each course as accurately as possible.

· All-new championship courses from around the world—“Links 2003” features six brand-new courses: Cabo del Sol (Mexico), Kauri Cliffs (New Zealand), Gleneagles (Scotland) The Tribute at Otsego Club (U.S.), Robert Trent Jones Golf Trail—Cambrian Ridge (U.S.), and Skeleton Coast, a fictional course set along the African coastline. Players will also be able to enjoy hundreds of additional courses created by fans and Microsoft. Courses designed for “Links 2001” and “Links Championship Edition” are compatible with “Links 2003.”

· More realistic control over every shot—New Real-Time Swing lets the mouse become the club, with ball physics factoring in speed, tempo, direction and course conditions in real-time so each shot more closely simulates an actual golf shot. PC golfers are able to choose from several swing methods in “Links 2003,” including the “classic” feel of Links click-swinging and the sweeping motion of PowerStroke. A new real-time 3-D Green Analyzer is also included for improved putting.  

· Players manage their own professional careers—This single-player game mode allows players to compete against improved AI opponents in tour format. Players can choose an existing tour or create their own—then earn their tour card and challenge for the championship in every event on their way to becoming #1 in the world.
· Player models come alive in stunning 3-D—All-new highly detailed 3-D golfers come alive with motion-captured moves detailing their swing types and personalities. Play as or against Sergio Garcia, Jesper Parnevik, David Toms and Annika Sorenstam or create a character.
· Design a course with the most powerful 3-D course designer available then share it online with thousands of golfers—A new library of hundreds of objects, new texture sizes up to 512 x 512, and new tools make the most powerful, 3-D real-time course design tool better than ever.

· Challenge family and friends online, anytime—“Links 2003” will enable gamers to start their own online tournament or match with friends or family at any time. All-new Links® Match Maker enables players to join matches with other online players at any time from within the game. Players can also create their own custom tournaments, then run the tournament through email using the new Email Tourney feature. “Links 2003” also offers a revamped version of the extremely popular “Links Tour.”  The latest version of the incredibly popular tour offers player stats, handicap information and message boards for the ultimate online golf tournament. 
· Players perfect their golf games with practice—Before stepping onto the course, perfect the game with the all-new practice facility and interactive swing tutorial. This new tool teaches swing mechanics allowing players to get into the game quickly and easily. 

#######
The information contained in this preview sheet relates to a prerelease software product that may be substantially modified before its first commercial release. Accordingly, the information may not accurately describe or reflect the software product when first commercially released. This preview sheet is provided for informational purposes only and Microsoft makes no warranties, express or implied, with respect to the preview sheet or the information contained in it.  Microsoft, “Links” and Windows are either registered trademarks or trademarks of Microsoft Corp. in the United States and/or other countries. 
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