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What:
The SideWinder® Force Feedback Wheel generates strong, sophisticated forces that create a realistic driving experience when used with force-feedback-enabled PC driving games. SideWinder Force Feedback Wheel puts gamers in the driver’s seat with proven technology, reliability, compatibility and durability.

Format:
Hardware connects directly to a Sound Blaster-compatible PC game port.

Product

Description:
The SideWinder Force Feedback Wheel offers the realistic styling, feel and ruggedness that racing fanatics demand and includes pedals to provide complete racing experience. 

The SideWinder Force Feedback Wheel generates robust effects in PC driving games that support force-feedback effects, including road surface textures; crashes; bumps; centrifugal forces; engine, tire and suspension vibration and other driving effects. A powerful onboard coprocessor and a high-torque motor deliver the forces, freeing the CPU to deliver smooth on-screen action. The wheel has eight programmable buttons, including two shifters/triggers in easy reach of the driver. An on and off switch on the center of the wheel glows when effects are engaged.

A sturdy quick-release cam-lock clamp makes it a snap to attach or remove the SideWinder Force Feedback Wheel to or from a desktop or table. Slip-resistant pedals ship with SideWinder Force Feedback Wheel and are designed for use with one or both feet.

SideWinder Force Feedback Wheel features and functions include:

· 16-bit, 25MHz onboard coprocessor that frees the host PC to run games quickly and smoothly

· Single motor that generates a maximum 1.3 kilograms of force 

· Digital encoder that avoids the need for gamers to calibrate the wheel

· Slip-resistant pedals that accommodate shoes up to men’s size 13

· “Volume control” that lets gamers ratchet forces up or down

· SideWinder Game Device Software 3.0, which allows gamers to customize wheel settings, including sensitivity, dead zone and force effect strength.
System

Requirements:
To use Microsoft® SideWinder® Force Feedback Wheel with the enclosed Game Controller software you need:

· Multimedia personal computer with Pentium 166 MHz or higher compatible processor and USB port

· Microsoft Windows® 98SE, Windows Me, Windows 2000 Professional, Windows XP Home or Windows XP Professional

· 128 MB RAM

· 10 MB of available hard-disk space

· DirectX® 7.0a API (included)

· Quad-speed CD-Rom

· Super VGA (800 x 600) video card, supporting 256 colors 

· Microsoft® mouse or compatible pointing device

· Microsoft® Internet Explorer 4.0 or later browser software to view User Guide

· Force Feedback will only work with games supporting it and DirectX® 7.0a or higher

· Wheel is compatible with Windows® 98SE or later based games only 

· Access to and use of the Internet for play may require payment of a separate fee to an Internet service provider. Local and long distance telephone toll charges may apply

.

Availability
and Pricing:
SideWinder Force Feedback Wheel is available now and retails for approximately $ 99.95.

#########

The information contained in this fact sheet relates to a prerelease product that may be substantially modified before its first commercial release. Accordingly, the information herein may not accurately describe or reflect the product when first commercially released. This fact sheet is provided for informational purposes only, and Microsoft makes no warranties, express or implied, with respect to this fact sheet or the information contained herein.
Microsoft, SideWinder, Precision Racing, Windows and DirectX are either registered trademarks or trademarks of Microsoft Corp. in the United States and/or other countries.

Other product and company names herein may be trademarks of their respective owners.

For more information, press only:

Brian Kemp, Edelman Worldwide, (206) 223-1606, brian.kemp@edelman.com

For online product information:

Microsoft Games web site: http://www.microsoft.com/sidewinder
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