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“Zone.com” 

Fact Sheet

What:
MSN’s exclusive online games channel

Provider:
Your local ISP

Developer:
Microsoft Corp.  

Format:
Internet entertainment for users of virtually any PC

Availability:

24-7-365*
Product

Overview:
As MSN’s exclusive games channel, Zone.com has become the online destination for gaming enthusiasts and entertainment seekers looking to play a variety of interactive games. Providing matchmaking, multiplayer capabilities and other online enhancements for over 29 million registered members, Zone.com has been recognized as a leader in the online gaming industry since its launch in 1996. 


Research indicates that by 2005 the online PC gaming audience will exceed 91 million players. In contrast, by 2005 online console gamers will scarcely top 19 million, making online PC gaming a clear leader in the online gaming space (IDC, December 2001).

Key Features:            ( 
150 Different Games—From the massively multiplayer role playing thrills of “Asheron’s Call” to the quick-click distraction of the Tetris-like “Bejeweled,” Zone.com has a unique game that fits every taste, skill level and attention span.
· Robust Online Community—Zone.com hosts more than 800 weekly online tournaments and events within its 29 million member community and maintains an average captive audience of 140,000 members during peak hours.

· Enhanced CD ROM Play—Zone.com provides multiplayer options, matchmaking, game profiles, and player ranking for a wide selection of PC titles.  The Zone currently supports the top selling Dungeon Siege and Age of Empires titles and will soon offer multiplayer play for the highly anticipated “Age of Mythology;” “Impossible Creatures,” and “Freelancer.”

-more-

Estimated Prices:
Quick-click casual distraction games (42)—free*




PC title matchmaking games (101)—free*

Premium games (8)—$9.95/mo

Downloadable casual games (2)—$19.95/one-time fee 

#########

Basic system requirements for the free* single-player and multiplayer games

A PC with a 486/66 or higher microprocessor; Microsoft( Windows( 95 operating system or later; 8 MB of RAM; 256-color Super VGA monitor; Microsoft Internet Explorer 4.0 or later or Netscape Communicator 4.0 or later; 28.8Kbps or higher modem; Internet access*; and a Microsoft Mouse or compatible pointing device
System requirements for retail and premium games

A multimedia PC with a 200MHz processor and a 3-D card or a multimedia PC with a Pentium II 266MHz processor without a 3-D card; the Microsoft Windows 95, 98 or 2000 operating system with DirextX® 7.0 or the Windows NT( Workstation 4.0 or higher operating system with Service Pack 3 or higher; 32 MB of RAM; 16 to 450 MB of available hard drive space (depending on individual game requirements); 8x speed CD-ROM; SVGA (800X600) video card supporting 16-bit color; 28.8KBps modem or higher; SoundBlaster Pro or DirectX 6 compatible; Internet access*; and full installation of the retail game

*Connection availability and charges may apply.  
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