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What:
“Freelancer”

Publisher:

Microsoft Corp.

Developer:

Digital Anvil

Format:
CD-ROM for Windows 98, Windows Me, Windows XP and Windows 2000 operating systems

Availability:
Fall 2002
Product 

Overview:
“Freelancer” is an epic space adventure that combines a deep storyline; the action of 3-D space-combat; the exploration of a dynamic, living universe; and trading in a rich galactic economy where the player’s decisions drive the action. 

Key Features:            

· Open-ended universe – Gamers can select to play random missions or follow the storyline.  The universe is open for exploration, and the game advances based on decisions players make.
· Dynamic reputation – The players’ reputations constantly evolve as they choose their missions, make allies or enemies and succeed or fail. 

· Distinctive styles of play – Players can choose to act like bounty hunters, traders, pirates or explorers for different gameplay experiences.

· Trading – Commodity trading turns the gears of the universe. Mining planets churn out valuable minerals while agriculture planets cultivate grain.  Players must find the best trade routes and profit.

· Compelling storyline – More than two hours of in-game cinematics plunge players into the mysteries of a vast planetary system.  Character interaction will emotionally involve players in an intriguing and compelling storyline, giving them a sense of purpose.

· Vibrant, rich universe – Political intrigue permeates almost every aspect of the game.  Players’ decisions affect the dynamic relationships of other characters and ultimately alter the gameplay experience.

· “Simple” combat interface – The intricacies of space-combat can be mastered via a simple and intuitive mouse-driven interface.

· Multiplayer – Players may set up their own persistent world servers or play with gamers across the globe through Zone.com.
Estimated 

Retail Price:
$49.95  
#########

The information contained in this fact sheet relates to prerelease software product that may be substantially modified before its first commercial release. Accordingly, the information may not accurately describe or reflect the software product when first commercially released.  This preview sheet is provided for informational purposes only, and Microsoft makes no warranties, express or implied, with respect to the preview sheet or the information contained in it.

Microsoft, Windows, Windows NT, and MSN are either registered trademarks or trademarks of Microsoft Corp. in the United States and/or other countries.

The names of actual companies and products mentioned herein may be the trademarks of their respective owners.

For more information, press only:

Brian Kemp, Edelman Worldwide, (206) 223-1606, brian.kemp@edelman.com
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