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What:
“Nightcaster”

Publisher:
Microsoft Corp.

Developer:
VR-1 Entertainment
Format:
DVD for Xbox™ video game console 

Availability:

Fall 2001

Product

Overview:
“Nightcaster” is a third-person, single-player, action-adventure game featuring intense spell combat and exploration. Players take the role of Arran, a novice wizard whose magical power grows as he ages throughout his quest to collect spells and rid the world of eternal night. 

Features:



· Stunning spells - “Nightcaster” features over 40 spectacular and 3-D spells from four different schools of magic – Light, Dark, Fire & Water. 

· Addictive spell combat - players can choose brute force or smart tactics when they select the appropriate school of magic and spells. 
· Unique control mechanism – Using the dual analog controls, players can control Arran’s movements separately from the Orb and use the orb as a targeting device to cast spells.  This enables a more fast and furious gameplay experience.

· Character evolution – Experience Arran’s evolution throughout the game, from young novice to a powerful elder mage.  As Arran ages, he acquires new spells, growing ever more powerful.  

· Rich environments - The beautifully detailed 3-D world is vast with a variety of different lands, from the depths of the Buried City to the shimmering halls of the Ice Fortress.  Each is replete with dynamic lighting and shading and particle effects.  Further enhanced by Direct Music, the environments become an even more immersive experience than ever imagined.
· Many and varied enemies – Over 30 types of creatures provide an added challenge and make for an increased adventure!  Use your spells against them, each with unique attack types and behaviors.

· Subquests and NPC - Interact with friends and other NPC characters as the story takes you across the land. Triumphs will result in permanent changes to the game world.

Developer

Information: 
VR-1 Entertainment is developing “Nightcaster.”  Based in Boulder, CO, with development facilities in Canada, Japan and Russia, the company was founded in 1993 as the premier developer of massive multi-user online entertainment technologies and content applications.  VR-1 is regarded as a pioneer in “massively multiplayer” content with titles such as Microsoft's “Fighter Ace.”  VR-1 is located on the Internet at http://www.vr1.com/.

#########

The information contained in this preview sheet relates to prerelease software product that may be substantially modified before its first commercial release. Accordingly, the information may not accurately describe or reflect the software product when first commercially released  This preview sheet is provided for informational purposes only, and Microsoft makes no warranties, express or implied, with respect to the preview sheet or the information contained in it.
Microsoft, Nightcaster, Windows, Windows NT and MSN are either registered trademarks or trademarks of Microsoft Corp. in the United States and/or other countries.

The names of actual companies and products mentioned herein may be the trademarks of their respective owners.
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